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Parashat Vayechi - Real Education Is Sweeter Than... Pudding !
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Real Education Is Sweeter Than... Pudding !

“Like most of the children of
Jerusalem,” said Rabbi Avraham
HaCohen, “I was educated in the
Talmud Torah ‘Etz Chaim’ in the

heart of the city.”

Every afternoon, we would eat
lunch in the Talmud Torah. During
the difficult economic situation at
that time, this was for many of us

the main meal of the day...

After we would finish eating,
we would be served dessert...
Pudding !

At that time, pudding was
considered a real delicacy...

One day, I hurried to eat
my portion of pudding and
then asked for another portion.
Unfortunately, the second batch

also finished quickly...

I sat and quickly thought to
myself, if I waited until everyone

1. Spiritual advisor.

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

got a second round of pudding,

there would be no more left for me...

I then did the unthinkable... I went
over and asked for a third serving.

The cafeteria lady looked at
me and said, “No, you already
received seconds.”

At that time there were few
sweets... I couldn’t come to
terms with her decision not to
give me more. In a moment of
anger, I decided, “If T won’t get,
no one will,” and I turned over

the entire bowl of pudding !

I was taken into the
administration’s office and was
told that tomorrow morning I
must report to the room of the
Mashgiach,! Rabbi Aryeh Levin.

I couldn’t sleep that entire night...
What will I answer when he asks me
how I did such a terrible thing?!
Thoughts of the punishments that
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the administration will give me
ran through my mind all night...

The next day, I entered the
Mashgiach’s small room frightened
and not knowing what to expect. I
sat in front of him, and he turned to
me and asked, “Tell me, is the

rumor I heard about you true... ?”

I lowered my head and said in
a low voice, “Yes.”

“I understand from this story
that you really like pudding ?”

I nodded my head...

“If so,” Rabbi Aryeh sent his
hand aside and picked up a plate
and set it on the table, “here, I

2. Ohr Daniel (Haggadah Shel Pesach, p. 188).

3. The inner point in Rabbi Aryeh
Levin’s life was devotion and love for
all of Am Israel... All his time and
efforts were spent on helping others...

Once, he said to his grandson-in-law,

Rabbi Eliezer Kugel, “You know, it’s

not because I'm a tzaddik. There are
tzaddikim greater than me.

Nor because I am a Talmid Hacham.
There are many, even in our city, that
are smarter than me...

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

brought you pudding. Take it
and enjoy !”

At that moment, my little
heart began to understand that
real education is much sweeter
than pudding...2 Then, for the
first time in my life, real ambition
and desire shone within me, “If
Hashem gives me the merit, I will
grow up and be an educator! An

educator like Rabbi Aryeh...”3

In order to be successful in
educating our children, that the
messages we want to instill will
make a strong impression on their
souls until they become engraved
within them, we must connect to
our children with binding love, true

They turn to me because they feel
that when they visit me and lay their
problems out before me, not only do
I listen to them, but I try to relate to
them and feel the pain they’re going
through in my soul. I give them a
feeling that they’re not alone. That
someone else is going through exactly
what they’re going through with them.
They know that my heart is with
them, no less than what it is with
myself...”

- Tzaddik Yesod Olam, p. 57.
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love, unconditional love, love that
has no bounds or comparison, love
that our children know and feel

every moment that their parents
love them - as they are - without
any additional conditions.

It’s Just the Beginning

Yaakov Avinu was one
hundred and forty-seven years
old, when suddenly, on a clear
day, he felt the gates of wisdom

open to him...

Yaakov Avinu realized that
the day had come, the day that he
longed and yearned for all his

life - the day of his death !

We’ll explain...

Rabbi Tzvi Elimelech of
Dinov zt”]1 wrote# that the Zohar>
explains that every tzaddik, at the

4. Agra Dekalah (Parashat Vayechi).
5. Vayechi 218b.

6. This is what Rabbi Eliezer Shlomo
Sheikh wrote in his book Asher
BaNachal (vol. 74, p. 317)...

Every man needs to learn Tanach, Mishnah,
Bavli, Yerushalmi, Tosefta, Rambam,
Shulchan Aruch, Midrash, and Zohar
every day ! Even though you forget, keep
learning. Even if you don’t understand,
keep reading! On the day that your soul

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

time of their death, merits lofty
attainments that they didn’t attain
their entire lives...6

And so Rabbi Shimon Bar
Yochai said to his friends on the day
of his death,” “All my life, I worked
for my Creator by learning Torah
and observing the mitzvot, and I
was privileged to attain a new level
every day® and to give birth to a new

love in my heart, to my Creator...

So too Yaakov Avinu, “And the
days of Israel drew near to die”

separates from your body, they will remind
you everything you learned...

7. Zohar - Haazinu 288a.

8. Rebbe Aron Leib of Premishlan once
told his disciples about how he ascended to
heaven in the middle of the night and saw
that a young man was brought, followed
by an older man, advanced in years...

I heard them call the young man an old
man and the old man a child. T asked them
why they were joking around, “This is the



4 ...ecGo PATHWAYS TO THE SOUL &oes...

Parashat Vayechi - The Light Within The Darkness

(Bereshit 47:29), who on the day
of his death reached exalted
attainments !

Since it was his last day,
Yaakov Avinu wanted to instruct

his sons. However, his sons were

scattered in the land of Egypt,

each in a different place. He,

therefore, sent an angel to go and
gather them all...?

The Light Within The Darkness

All of Yaakov’s sons came and
stood before him. Yaakov turned to
them and said, “Purify yourselves
from your impurity, and I will
reveal to you unknown secrets,
hidden periods, the reward for the
righteous and the punishment for
the wicked, and even the profound
meaning of the righteous journey

in heaven !10

Then, the Shechina, the Divine
Presence, departed from him! He

world of truth....” They answered me,
“This is the truth! In his few years, the
young man accomplished very much, and
every day is considered a year for him ! On
the contrary, the old man... In all his eighty
years, he did nothing ! If so, he is a child !”

Every person is in great trouble if they

live eighty years and when they arrive in

heaven it turns out that they only lived
for two years !

This is the main difference between this
world and the next world. In this world, we
speak in years. But there, in the world of

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

no longer had the possibility of
revealing to his sons everything
that he wanted to reveal to them...

The Gemara!! explains that
Yaakov wanted to reveal to his sons
the time when the period of the
Mashiach will arrive, but there was
worry from heaven that someone
who wasn’t worthy may find out...!2

And the question rises... Why
didn’t Yaakov just instruct his
sons not to tell anyone else... ?

truth, they speak in days. According to the
number of days they completed (meaning
they fulfilled everything that was required of them,
according to their soul, for that day) in this world,
so too will be their age in the next world !

- Divrei Meir (The beginning of Parashat
Miketz).

9. See Bereshit Rabba 98:3.
10. Targum Yonatan (Bereshit 49:1).
11. Pesachim 56a.

12. See Daat Zkenim (Bereshit 49:1).
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It’s possible to explain'3 that
Yaakov Avinu wanted to reveal
the good that is contained within
every exile and which will be
revealed at the end of days.
Yet, the truth is that everything

13. Imrei Aharon (Parashat Vayechi) by
Rebbe Aharon Rata zt”l.

14. T once heard a terrible story about a
group of four hundred Jews who were
German citizens and ended up in England
during World War II. The British weren’t
willing to grant asylum to German
refugees, for they suspected them of being
spies, so they gathered the entire group and
exiled them on a cargo ship to Australia.

They then released prisoners and criminals
from various prisons and assigned them to
serve as sailors on the ship. Immediately
when the ship left the port in England, the
sailors began to abuse the group of Jews.
They stole their suitcases and took for
themselves what they wanted while cruelly
throwing the rest into the sea. The grief and
heartache over the loss of their belongings,
memories, and personal items were
immeasurable. It was just too much to
handle... “What has Hashem done to us ? 1”

In this manner, the refugees arrived
impoverished and destitute and began
to acclimatize themselves in Australia.
Several years ago, decades after their
expulsion from England, a Jew found the
diary of a German officer who had served
in a submarine during the years of the war.

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

is, in fact, good, rather it’s

just hidden, and he wanted to

reveal it to them and show them

the good that lies within every

fall, feeling of hopelessness and
despair !4

On one of the pages describing the war
years, he wrote about the same British
cargo ship that was captured on their
submarine’s radar. Sailing without military
escort was in those days like an act of
suicide. An order was given to open fire on
the ship, but it wasn’t clear whether or not
the shots fired hit their target. Given that
the radar picked up on the luggage and
belongings that were scattered around the
ship, a small surveillance ship was sent to
retrieve them out of the water. After
examination of the items, they revealed
that the items belonged to German citizens.

The German officer went on to write...

We were glad we didn’t strike the
ship, for Germans like us were on it.
In an instruction we received from the
supreme commander himself (Hitler), we
were entrusted with escorting the ship
to Australia to protect it from possible
British attackers. After the ship’s
passengers got off and it returned to
England, the Germans identified it as
belonging to the British and blew it up.

Let’s contemplate on what happened
there... For forty years, Jews wept and
mourned the loss of their memories
and personal belongings, perhaps even
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But, Hashem didn’t agree to
this and removed His presence
from Yaakov. The reason for this
is that when the good is revealed
within the darkness, then there is
almost no avodah, and Hashem

desires our avodah.

This is what the Gemara meant
when it said, “Yaakov wanted to
reveal the end,” the good that lies
in all kinds of darkness and exile,
for knowing that everything is
genuinely good and not only good

but for our good, then everything
is turned upside down, and an end
is made to the darkness !

And so, the Shechina, so to
speak, went away, for Hashem
wanted there to be choice, and
that we would put our trust and
faith in Him, and if it was known
that everything is for our good,
then choice would be annulled...

Therefore, Yaakov, instead,
began to instruct his sons and
guide them in the right way...

Preparing for Marriage

Yaakov Avinu lies in his
room on a bed made of gold!s
and calls Reuven. Reuven enters

and stands before his father.

Yaakov turns to Reuven and
says, “My son, I want to tell you
how great you are...”

resentful of the decree that had so deeply
harmed them. And yet, here it becomes
clear, retrospectively, the enormous
chesed that Hashem had done with them
and miraculously allowed them to reach
shore safely. From being in a position of no
chance of being saved, Hashem summoned
sailors on their ship, criminals and ruthless
individuals, who threw their belongings
into the water and thus saved their lives.

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

Before we continue and
explain, we’ll first clarify...

Rivka Imenu  became
pregnant with twins, Yaakov and
Esav. When they grew up and
parted ways, Yaakov engaged in
Torah with great perseverance,

Miracles are happening all around us.

We just don’t always have the tools to

perceive and appreciate the infinite

kindness of Hashem that is with us
every day of our lives...

- Sichot Rabbi Shimshon Dovid Pincus
(Chanukah, p. 48).

15. See Targum Yonatan and Targum
Yerushalmi (Bereshit 49:1).



~.eGo PATHWAYS TO THE SOUL Cos... 7

Parashat Vayechi - So, When’s the Wedding

while Esav chose an idle, lazy
life.

And, as is well known, idleness
is the mother of all sin...’6 From
there, it wasn’t long until things got
out of hand ! Esav fell into dark and
depressing places... He began to
pursue women, 7 lusts, and money.

Yaakov continues and tells
Reuven...

Although Esav is my twin
brother, I didn’t follow him into
the abyss... My entire life, I served
Hashem with all my strength, by
Torah study, nullifying all
worldly desires, and elevating

level after level in kedusha.

Sixty-three years passed,
and then my father Itzchak called

me and said, “Arise, go to Paden
Aram, the home of Betuel, your
mother’s father, and from there
take for yourself a wife, from the
daughters of Lavan, your mother’s
brother” (Bereshit 28:5).

Since then, I went through
another twenty-one years of
self-work and mental preparation
for my wedding and towards
bringing holy souls into the world,
and only then did I marry my wives
Leah and Rachel ! When I reached
my wedding, I was clean and pure
from all sin, and my mind was

completely united with Hashem !

After my wedding, I began
my avodah of building the
Jewish home by truly uniting my

soul with my wives !

So, When’s the Wedding... ?

When Yaakov left Beer Sheva
and went to Charan, on his way, he
stopped in Beit Lechem to spend
the night. While he was sleeping, he
had a dream. 8 This was no ordinary
dream though. There, Yaakov

16. See Gemara Ketubot 59b.
17. See Rashi (Bereshit 26:34).

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

Avinu merited prophecy, however,
only in a dream and not in reality. !

In contrast to this, twenty years
later, when Yaakov left Lavan’s
home with his family and went to
Eretz Israel, on the way, he again

18. Bereshit 28:12.
19. Imrei Noam (Vayetzei, Maamar 5).
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received prophecy.? Yet, this time
he merited prophecy while awake,
face to face, and not while asleep.

What happened to Yaakov
Avinu from the time he received
prophecy in Beit Lechem until the
time he received prophecy on his
way to Eretz Israel that changed

the way he received prophecy ?

This can be answered according
to what chazal said?! “A man who
isn’t married isn’t called a ‘man’...
“Male and female He created
them and called them Man”
(Bereshit 5:2) - meaning that only
when the two of them are together

are they called ‘Man.’

Also, the Zohar says? that
anyone who isn’t ‘male and female,’
or more specifically, not married,
is called ‘half’ and not ‘whole,’
and blessing doesn’t rest but on

something whole...

Therefore, when Yaakov
Avinu received prophecy in Beit
Lechem and had not yet had the

20. Bereshit 32:2-3.
21. Yevamot 63a.

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

privilege of getting married and
establishing a Jewish home, he
was incomplete and not yet whole,
and therefore it wasn’t yet proper
for him to receive prophecy in
reality, but in a dream.

However, when he left the
home of Lavan, Yaakov Avinu
was already married and merited
bringing down to the world the
souls of eleven of the twelve tribes
from whom all of Am Israel
originate from, and now since he
was ‘whole’ it was proper for him
to receive prophecy face to face...2

From this, we learn just how
immense the power of a family is...
Someone single, no matter how
holy they are, they’re still lacking
perfection, blessing, and help from
heaven. However, someone who is
privileged to get married and bring
holy children into this world is truly
whole and is a vessel that can hold
blessing. Therefore, every person
should invest a lot of time and effort
into preserving their family and the

22. Haazinu 296a.
23. See Zohar Vayetze 149b.
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atmosphere within their home, not
allowing anything to “breakdown.”
So too, every man is obligated to do
everything in his power to keep the
peace in his home, and more
specifically, with his wife.

We can find valuable advice
on Shalom Bayit from Yaakov
Avinu in Parashat Vayetze...

Hashem reveals himself to
Yaakov Avinu in a dream and

tells him to leave Lavan’s home
and return to FEretz Israel.
Nevertheless, Yaakov was in no
hurry to do so on his own
initiative. Rather, before he did
anything, he called Rachel and
Leah, his wives, and shared with
them his dream and discussed
with them what they thought
they should do. Only after
receiving their consent did he take
action.?

Two Who Are Really One

Our Torah is called the
Torah of Life because everything
and anything learned from it is a

lesson for life...

The Zohar? calls Yaakov Avinu
“the perfect of the forefathers !”

Yaakov merited that Hashem
called him “El,” meaning that he
reached the point of complete

nullification to Hashem...

24. See Bereshit 31:13.

25. Rebbe Mordechai of Lakovich

zt”] was accustomed to say a Dvar

Torah every Shabbat during the meal.

Once, on Shabbat Parashat Vayetze, he

didn’t say any Dvar Torah. Rather he

just remained quiet during the entire
meal.

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

Yet, in spite of all this, when
Hashem reveals Himself to
Yaakov and says to him, “Return
to the land of your fathers where
you were born, and I will be with
you” (Bereshit 31:3), he doesn’t
hurry. Instead, he goes and asks

his wives for permission !

Where did all of his
nullification to Hashem go ?

His disciple, Rebbe Shalom, approached

him and asked why he had deviated from

his custom of saying a Dvar Torah

during the meal. Rebbe Mordechai

answered him, saying, “In this parasha,

we only need to listen to the reading of
the Torah. That’s enough.”

Nitzotzei HaTorah (vayetze, p. 242).
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The answer is, Yaakov Avinu
lived in complete connection
with his wives ! He and they were
one body ! And so, of course, the
words of Hashem must be heard
throughout the entire body, and
therefore Yaakov went and
repeated Hashem’s words to the

other half of his body !

A husband and wife are not two
people who are partners in life, but
two that are one. If the two remain
two, it’s a clear sign that their
marriage is lacking. They must be
one all the time, with one mind, one
heart, and one direction, always
heading toward Hashem, to avodat
Hashem, to preserve the Jewish
tradition of Am Israel, and to draw
Torah and holiness into their home.

This teaches us that any
person who wants to always have
Shalom Bayit must never do
anything or make any decisions
behind their wife’s back or

26. Vayetze 163b.

27. Rabbi Hoffman lived in the city
of Bat Yam, and in those days, the
drive from there to Bnei Brak took many
hours and was accompanied by countless
difficulties. Even after getting married,

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

without her knowledge. Instead,
share with her every step of your
life and consult with her, and
only if she agrees with you, do
so, and if she doesn’t, then don’t.

For example... Sometimes we
desire to spend a day or two with
friends. Certainly, this could be
good, some relaxation, fresh air,
but before we finalize our plans,
we need to share our plans with
our wives and, of course, ask
their permission. Only if they
wholeheartedly agree can we then
go, for only then will her blessing
accompany us and protect us,
ensuring that we truly receive the
rest and relaxation that we need.

However, if someone’s wife
doesn’t agree to his plans and
doesn’t want him to go, he
shouldn’t insist on going even
without her permission, for this
will surely cause her sorrow...27

he longed to observe Yom Kippur in

his yeshiva, just as he did when he was

a student there. He informed his wife

about his desire to observe Yom Kippur

at his yeshiva and prepared for the long
journey.
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HaRav Yoram once recounted...?

I once knew a Jew who was
a good person in general but had
one bad trait in particular. He
would never share his decisions
with his wife, rather he would
go and act without informing his
wife at all, and there’s no need
to say that he wouldn’t ask for
her permission or consent either.

After the many troubles of the trip, he

arrived at the yeshiva and went straight

to Rebbe Itzchak, his Rosh Yeshiva.

Rabbi Hoffman held out his hand, and

as is customary on the eve of Yom

Kippur, he apologized, “If I ever upset
the Rosh Yeshiva...”

Rebbe Ttzchak looked at him with sullen
eyes and said, “And why do you have to
apologize to me? Is there something
wrong that you did to me? Instead of
coming and asking for my forgiveness, you
need to apologize to your wife for leaving
your home and coming here to the yeshiva
while leaving her alone on Yom Kippur !”

Rabbi Hoffman tried to apologize and
said that he informed his wife about his
desire to come to the yeshiva, but Rebbe
Itzchak only repeated that “When leaving
home for the entire day of Yom Kippur,
you must undoubtedly make sure that
your wife agrees to it wholeheartedly,
and not just inform her...”

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

When he felt like going on a
trip, he would just disappear.

His wife wrote to me about this
and told me about the deep sorrow
and grief that he causes her every
time, again and again... I replied
that she should inform him that
there is great danger in mistreating
his wife.o But he didn’t listen and
continued with his terrible ways...

Rabbi Hoffman asked, “If so, what
should I do now ?” “Travel back to Bat
Yam and ask your wife if she is honestly
willing for you to stay in the yeshiva on
Yom Kippur...” replied Rebbe Itzchak.

Rabbi Hoffman was forced to do the
entire long route again, back to his home
in Bat Yam. After he arrived at his house,
and this time asked his wife if he could
spend Yom Kippur at his yeshiva, and she
wholeheartedly expressed her complete
consent, he then arrived at the yeshiva in
the evening, with only minutes left to
spare before the entering of Yom Kippur.

This time, when he approached the Rosh
Yeshiva, he was welcomed warmly and
wished a “Gmar Chatimah Tova.”

- U’Matok HaOhr (Nissuin, p. 717).

28. We brought his words in Imrei
Noam (Vayetze, Maamar 5).

29. See Gemara Baba Metzia 59a.
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Not long afterward, I was told
that one day he had gone on a trip
with  friends (probably without
informing his wife, as usual) and, on his
way back, was killed in a serious
car accident. If he had listened to
my advice, he would have asked
for his wife’s permission before
the trip, and her consent and
blessing would have accompanied
him and protected him from any
danger. He would still be living...

When a man treats his wife
with respect, shows her love and
affection, and makes her happy to
the best of his ability, he is able to
unite her heart and soul to his, and
by doing so, no matter what they
go through, she will never try to
seek attention in other places...
Her husband will be everything for
her, and she will devote herself to
him and do anything to fulfill his
will with all the love in the world.

The same thing goes for a
woman...

When she treats her husband
with respect, respects his will, and
never does anything without her

30. Ishut (Marriage) 15:19-20.

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

husband’s knowledge, her husband
will never look for anything else or
feel that he’s missing out. Instead,
he’ll join his heart and soul with his
wife and give her everything he has.

We’ll end with the words of
the Rambam,?® and blessed are
those who keep them, for they
are the foundation for the success

of every Jewish home...

The sages commanded that
a man should respect his wife
more than himself and love her
as he loves himself. If he has
money, he should spend as much
as he can for her. He shall never
be too stern or demanding with
her. He should talk with her
calmly and never with sadness

or anger.

The sages also commanded a
woman to be exceptionally
respectful to her husband, to have
awe of him, and do as he asks.
He should be in her eyes like a
minister or a king, walking in the
lusts of his heart and distancing
all that he hates. These are the
ways of the daughters of Israel...
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Stop Arguing !

Yaakov Avinu continues to
tell his son Reuven how he
established the foundation for a
healthy and wonderful relationship
with his wives, allowing every
child who was born to emerge
healthy physically, mentally, and

spiritually !

Let’s make things more clear...

When Hashem created Adam,
he was alone and secluded! He
had no one that could understand

and connect with him.

Hashem wants the best for
us, and therefore, he gifted us with
a precious gift, a woman, “It’s not
good for man to be alone. I will

31. Rebbe Simcha Zisel once went on
a trip with one of the tzaddikim of his
generation. On their way, they arrived
at an inn and decided to enter and dine
there. When they entered, the inn was
full of commotion and noise. Without
stopping her excitement, the owner of
the inn announced loudly, “Tzaddikim
have arrived in our home !”

She then set a grand table and began to
serve her illustrious guests with pleasure
and joy. While serving them the food, she
began to tell them about all her household

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

make him a partner alongside
him” (Bereshit 2:18).

But, it should be known,
Hashem gave a man his wife as a
gift, and too, he gave a woman her
husband as a gift. Their job is to not
do anything that may cause them to
lose the gift that Hashem gave them.

Someone who doesn’t know
how to recognize the “spiritual
beauty” of their spouse, who they
really are inside, won’t know
how to give them the attention
that they need.3! Someone who
doesn’t know how to compliment
or say a good word loses the gift

Hashem gave them !

work, laundry, dishes, cooking, cleaning,
etc. This whole time, the companion of
Rebbe Simcha Zisel sat and skimmed
over a book that he had brought with
him, not paying any attention to the
pointless chatter of the inn owner. On
the other hand, Rebbe Simcha Zisel sat
and listened to her with great intent,
showering interest in all her stories,
inquiring and questioning every detail.

Before leaving the inn, the guests
offered to pay the price of their meal, but
the inn owner insistently refused, “If
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And in particular, if stupidity
took over them and they fight and
argue all day in front of their
children, then not only are they
losing their relationship, but they’re

also destroying their children !

When parents have no proper
judgment and throw out everything
that pops into their minds, without
thinking at all, they have no idea
how much damage they’re causing.

Often, in the morning, when
the atmosphere in the house is
a little filled with stress, and
everyone is in a hurry, a woman
may say something out of place to
her husband, and he has no idea
where it came from. Of course,
he gets enraged in seconds, and

Hashem brought such important guests
to dine at my inn, who am I to go and sell
the merit of such an enormous mitzvah
for a few pennies ? No and no ! Not me !”

While they were already some distance
from the inn, Rebbe Simcha Zisel
turned to his aforementioned friend and
said to him, “Are you not at all afraid
that you may be guilty of stealing?
You ate, drank, and didn’t pay!”
Confused, his companion asked, “What
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out of nowhere, both of them
enlisted in World War III.

They both leave and go to
work, begin to settle down, and
call each other and reconcile...

Everything may be fine now
between them, but what about
their children ? ! Who can begin to
describe the storm that is raging in
their little hearts ? The children left
the house absolutely disturbed and
unstable... Their mother yelled she
wasn’t coming home... And their
father said he completely regrets

getting married...

What about the children... ! ?

Even if they want to, they won’t
be able to concentrate on their

are you talking about? We offered her
to pay for the meal, and she refused....”

“True, you’re right,” replied Rebbe
Simcha, “but you do know that the inn
owner, in her pointless chatter to us, spilled
her heart out and found real relief and
pleasure in doing so, and you refrained
from listening to her... It turns out that you
enjoyed her meal for free without paying !”

- HaMashgiach DeKamanitz (p. 902).
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studies. They can’t concentrate on

anything because they think that

from today on they’re orphans.

They think they have no mom,

no dad, and when they return

home, they’ll only find four empty
walls...

Some time ago, a man
approached me and said to me,
“My wife and I are constantly
arguing, and every now and then,

there’s a ceasefire.” I was shocked.
He’s talking and laughing, and I
wanted to cry for him...

Parents are the source of
all their children’s problems.
Children who grow up in such
an environment will never grow

up mentally healthy...

People need to realize once
and for all... Stop arguing! You're
ruining your children!

Stages of Establishing the Jewish Home

At the beginning of a marriage,
the familiarity and connection
between a couple is fairly shallow
and not too meaningful. As much
as there was a connection before
the wedding, it’s never a real
connection until after marriage,
when you are suddenly exposed to

your spouse’s true nature.

The first stage of marriage
is marked with the desire and
aspiration to build a lasting

relationship.

This period is characterized
by dreams for the future, visions,
and imaginations about the house
that will be built and the nature of
the relationship that will prevail

in it. Nevertheless, all this is just
imagination and not yet a reality.

This atmosphere is necessary,
though, because it allows the
couple to slowly establish the
connection between them, establish
a real relationship, and create an
environment in which they can
proceed through the difficulties of
acclimating and becoming familiarized

with one another.

On a side note... Even during
a marital crisis, the situation
can be saved by returning to
this phase, imagining a healthy
relationship, and hoping for the
future instead of dwelling in the

current depressing state...
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Of course, there is no need
to wait for such a situation to
occur. The marriage cycle that
the Torah defines allows you to
return to the starting point of
your marriage every month and
grow from there. The purifying
waters of the mikveh allow you
to return to the childlike period

of your marriage...

In the second stage of
marriage, the couple begins to
stand on their feet. A true, natural
relationship of trust develops
between the couple, and they start
to have real faith in one another.

Trust provides freedom...
There’s no longer a need to keep
eye contact, monitor the spouse,
and criticize their actions. You now
believe and trust that they will do
everything in the best way possible,

both in intention and in action.

Loyalty is a central aspect of
our lives. Whoever wants their
home to function and continue
on without any problems needs
to build their home on one word,

loyalty !

Spouses need to behave
honestly ~with each other.
Never to hide or conceal
anything, no matter how small
it may be... Only by living this
way can you achieve creating
a real connection with your
spouse. This is how every Jew

should behave.

The third stage of marriage
is where the couple merit an
inner, private, intimate connection
based on deep and complete
recognition and understanding,
until they achieve perfect union

and become one !

The Time Has Come...

Yaakov Avinu looks at
Reuven, pauses, takes a deep
breath, and says...

When I was a hundred years
old, Binyamin was born, and at

the time of his birth, Rachel died...
And after Rachel passed away, I
moved my stuff into Bilha’s tent.

That should have been the
end of it... But...
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You, my son Reuven, took
my belongings from Bilha’s tent
and transferred them to the tent

of your mother, Leah.

I didn’t say anything to
you at that time, but now,
forty-seven years later, I think

it’s time...

What We Learn From Yaakov Avinu

HaRav Yoram Michael Abargel
zt”1 once said...

When news reached the ears
of Yaakov Avinu (that Reuven took
his father’s bed from the tent of Bilha
and moved it to the tent of his mother,

Leah), he didn’t respond...

32. Imrei Noam (Devarim, Maamar 1).
33. See Rashi (Bereshit 35:22).

34. It was Friday, an hour before
shabbat, and Rabbi Yehuda Tzadka was
preparing the candles for Chanukah.
As was his custom, he lit the candles
outside his home and then continued
towards the synagogue to pray arvit
(the evening prayer). In the meantime,
children played outside his home, when
suddenly, one of them came and decided
to push over the menorah, putting out
the candles and spilling oil everywhere.

When Rabbi Tzadka returned from the
synagogue, he immediately noticed that
the menorah had been turned over and
its candles were put out, yet, he didn’t
utter a single word. As usual, he entered
his home and enjoyed the Shabbat meal
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When Yaakov Avinu heard
what happened, he acted with
patience and restraint and turned
a blind eye to it.3* He didn’t say
anything to Reuven at the time.
Instead, he treated him just like
he treated the rest of his sons, full

in peace and quiet as if nothing had
happened.

When the father of the boy who had
pushed over Rabbi Tzadka’s menorah
heard what had happened, he instantly
took his son to Rabbi Tzadka to ask
him for his forgiveness. Rabbi Tzadka
caressed the young boy and cheerfully
smiled at him. He then explained to
him what Chanukah is, what miracle
happened, and why we celebrate it every
year before giving him handfuls of candy
and showering him with blessings.

The boy, who at first was afraid of going
to the rabbi, was utterly surprised by the
warmth and love that he had poured on
him. From that day on, the young boy
began to better his ways and completely
changed his attitude for the better.

- Malchut Shlomo (p. 851).
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of warmth and kindness. Reuven

didn’t feel even for a moment

that his father loved one of his
brothers more than him.

The reason for this is because
Yaakov Avinu feared that if he had
rebuked Reuven for his actions at
that moment, he would have gotten
offended and greatly hurt. As a
result, he would have distanced
himself from the upright ways of
his father and begun to associate
himself with immoral deeds and
bad friends. Yaakov, therefore,
preferred to hold back his anger and
ignore what happened. By doing
so, he was able to keep it in his heart

35. As explained in Rashi’s commentary
at the beginning of parashat Devarim (1:3).

36. It’s told about Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch
Ashkenazi, the Hacham Tzvi, that when
he learned in yeshiva in his younger years,
he lodged in the home of a very wealthy
family, the father of the Rothschild family.

Being an extremely diligent learner, he
very often would arrive at the home late
at night, making his stay in the house
quite difficult for the family. The family
members pressured their father to throw
him out and send him somewhere else, but
he didn’t give in to their requests. This
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for several years until the right time

came for him to explain calmly and

with love to his son what was

wrong in his actions. Then, Reuven

would accept the rebuke and have
no ill feelings in his heart...3

We must learn from Yaakov
Avinu never to jump the gun and
act before thinking and weighing
the situation.3 So too, we must
be careful and act with a lot of
discretion before rebuking others.

The first condition of rebuke
is to find the right time for it, in
which the person being rebuked
will accept what is being said to

continued for quite a while, and the father
stood the test and didn’t utter a single word
against the guest staying in his home.

Nevertheless, the day came that even
he had reached a point where he could no
longer endure the hardships. That very
same day, he had also encountered
various problems in his business affairs,
and he had amassed a hoard of feelings of
anger and bitterness in his heart, and all
this led him to utter a few words against
the young man. Although he didn’t
explicitly tell him to leave his home, his
tone revealed a slightly different outlook
from what he had shown until that day.



~eGo PATHWAYS TO THE SOUL Gow... 19

Parashat Vayechi - What We Learn From Yaakov Avinu

them without any resentment or
ill feelings.

The second condition of rebuke
is that the rebuke should be said
very gently, choosing each word
carefully and being “short and
sweet.” Everything should be
precise and not prolonged. Yaakov
Avinu said all his rebuke to

Reuven in one verse !37

Of course, never use any harsh
expressions that will cause the
other sorrow or embarrassment. It’s
the nature of a person to love to be
praised, and when they are rebuked

Immediately afterward, the father

regretted everything he had done and

even approached the young man in
tears and asked for his forgiveness.

Not even an hour had passed since the
incident, and the leaders of the nearby
community had already come to ask the
young man to serve as the head judge in
their city court. Young Tzvi Hirsch
agreed, and the very next day, he left the
house and moved to the neighboring city.

On his way out of the house, he turned
to Rothschild, and this is what he said...

Yesterday, when you didn’t control
yourself, was the last day I was supposed
to stay with you. Already from the
beginning of my coming to your home, it
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inadequately, it only causes them to

distance themselves, and therefore

there’s no benefit in the rebuke.

Thinking twice before each word
is a must !

The Rambam took all the
lessons learned from Yaakov’s
rebuke and ruled them as Halacha...

Someone who rebukes his
friend must rebuke him away
from the presence of others and
speak to him calmly without
any harsh word. Also, he must
remember that it is forbidden for
a person to humiliate another.33

was decreed from heaven that that would
be my last day here. You should know. If
you had only restrained yourself for one
more hour and not gotten angry with all
the difficulties I caused you with my
Torah study, you would have merited sons
and grandsons who would engage in
Torah and mitzvot. However, because you
got angry and no longer merit it, you will
have sons who will be extremely wealthy,
but Torah scholars, they won’t be !

- Tuvcha Yabiu (vol. 2, p. 84).
37. Bereshit 49:4 —

»209n Yy D INin YR omd e’
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38. De’ot 6:7-8.
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We’re in This Together

HaRav Yoram continued
to say...

So too, in the home of each and
every one of us. A parent who sees
one of their children doing
something wrong or misbehaving
must remember never to criticize
the child with anger or in front of
others, and definitely not to
embarrass them. Rebuking a child
in the wrong way will only cause
them to distance themselves...
Instead, we must wait patiently
and keep a close eye on them for
the right moment to bring them
aside to calmly explain with love
what they did wrong and what the
correct way to act is. When a child
receives rebuke in this way, the
rebuke stays in their heart, and they

will surely change for the better.

Unfortunately, many children
have strayed for the path of Torah
and mitzvot once they reached the
age of adolescence because their
parents criticized them angrily and
embarrassed them instead of
showing them love and guiding
them on the correct path in a

pleasant and enjoyable way.

A few years ago, a well-known
figure in society came before me
crying hysterically. With great
sorrow, he told me that his eldest
daughter had completely let the
path of Torah and mitzvot... Since
I saw how immense his grief was,
and I really wanted to help him, I
asked him to bring his daughter
over for a few minutes so that I
could talk to her and try to get to
the root of the problem. To my
surprise, the daughter burst into
tears and said, “I will never forget
the humiliations and beatings I
received from my father since the
age of four. Nothing in the world

can bring me back !”

I felt the pain in the daughter’s
words, and I very much understood
her. I didn’t try to pressure her at all.
The only thing I could do was
explain to the father that his brutal
behavior was what caused him this.
I begged him to at least try from
now on to change the way he
behaved towards his other children
so that he wouldn’t lose them either.

The point we need to learn
from this story is that whatever
mistake parents make with their
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children at the beginning of their
journey will eventually come back
just like a boomerang to haunt
them. Sometimes, when a child is
still small, their parents allow
themselves to embarrass them in
front of others, humiliate them,
hurl insults at them when they
don’t behave properly, call them
derogatory names, and maybe
even beat them (may we never have
anything to do with people like these),
but they must remember that any
behavior that isn’t acceptable will

39. I once knew a man, who in his
younger years, left the path of the Torah
and descended down a road far from the
ways of the Torah until there wasn’t a
single sin that he didn’t commit.

His broken parents tried everything

they could to bring him back. They even

spent huge sums of money on the best

educators, rabbis, and psychologists in

order to try to get their son back on

track. They ended up reaching hundreds
of thousands of dollars...

After a few years, a miracle occurred,

and their son returned to his former

self and did complete teshuva. He

returned to his parent’s house and left

behind all the previous years in which
he had strayed from the path.
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eventually come back to greet
them. Sooner or later, their
children will completely leave the
ways of the Torah and, to an even
greater extent, their parents and
family, all because they couldn’t
act calmly with their children...

Therefore, if you have a
difficult child, tolerate them and
treat them only as affectionately as
possible. Show them love, hug and
kiss them, and comfort them as
much as possible.® With Hashem’s

Once, at an opportune time, his father

turned to him and said. “So, tell me, which

dollar out of the thousands we spent on
you put you back on the right track ?”

The son smirked and replied, “Not a
single dollar out of the sums you spent...”

I’ll tell you what brought me back...

One day, a rabbi passed by me and
greeted me with “Shalom Aleichem” while
smiling cheerfully. His smile bothered me,
and I replied, “Are you saying Shalom
Aleichem to me ? Do you not know that
I’'m a sinner? You have no idea how
many sins I’ve done” and then T started
naming all my sins one by one, hoping
to make him feel uncomfortable... The
rabbi heard everything I had to say and
then countered while still smiling, “You
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help, over time, they will make
progress, get out of the rut, and will
do everything possible not to cause
you any trouble. If all parents were
easier on their children and treated
them with respect and kindness,
and not take them for granted,
their children would feel more
comfortable talking to them, and
they would save themselves a lot of
trouble in the future.

When you talk to your child
in a respectful way, pleasantly
and with affection, not only will
they not get mad at you, nor
offended by what you say, but
they will never leave you, G-d

are still cherished as the son of Hashem,
and Hashem sits and waits for your return
because you are his son.”

“What are you talking about ?” I said
as I then continued to name sins even
more serious than the previous ones.

Nonetheless, the rabbi stood his
ground and answered, “Hashem, your
Father in heaven, is waiting and longing
for you to come to him.” He then kissed
me on the forehead and said goodbye to
me as cheerfully as he had said hello....”

The young man ended the story by telling
his father that exactly at that time, he was
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forbid. Instead, they’ll only love

you more than they did before,

get closer to you, and accept
everything you ask of them.

So too did the Shlah
HaKadosh#® interpret the verse,
“Don’t rebuke a fool, for fear that
he hate you. Rebuke someone wise,
and they will love you.”# When
you need to rebuke one of your
children, or someone else, don’t
criticize them in a disrespectful
manner, saying, “You’re a fool” or
something similar, for they will
definitely hate you and not listen to
anything you say. Rather, on the
contrary, rebuke them in a

on his way to commit a major sin, but the
words of the rabbi kept playing through
his head until he finally realized just how
much Hashem truly loves him and that He
genuinely wants him to return to Him.

That same day he did complete teshuva
and returned to his old self, only more
aware just how much Hashem loves him...

- Otzar HaSippurim LaMenhanchim
VeLaMartzim (Vol. 2, p. 721).

40. Shnei Luchot HaBrit (Devarim -
Derech Chaim Tochachot Mussar, 19).

41. Mishlei 9:8.
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respectful way and say to them,
“You’re wise and clever. It doesn’t
suit you to do such a thing....” Then
they will love you and listen to
everything you have to say.#

The same goes with your wife
when you’re angry at her because
she didn’t treat you the way you
think you deserve or because she
didn’t do as you wanted. If you
criticize her harshly and hurt her,
every word you add will only
push her more and more away
from you, until one day, she will
leave you completely, and you’ll

find yourself alone.

Therefore, first of all, don’t
criticize or rebuke her at all.
Instead, accept the situation as it
is and understand that everything
that happens to you is from
Hashem. And even if she decides
to discuss the matter, don’t fight
with her and discourage her even
more with harsh words. Stay
calm, explain your side to her
peacefully, and tell her that you

42. According to this interpretation,
the verse can be read like this...
Don’t rebuke, “A fool!” for they
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love her no matter what. With
this kind of attitude, it’s almost
guaranteed that from now on,
she will never dare to upset you
again. Not out of fear, but out of
appreciation for you, for she will
come to the conclusion that you
truly love her, regardless of what
happens between the two of you,
for in spite of everything she has
done to you and hurt you, you
didn’t react unsympathetically or
insensitively. From that moment
on, she will only add to the love
she has for you and cling to you
with all her heart and soul.

What we need to take from all
the aforementioned is that we
should always speak kindly and in
a calm and pleasant voice. No
matter what you want to say, even
when it’s completely necessary to
rebuke someone, say it pleasantly
so that your words will be accepted.
As Shlomo HaMelech said, “The
words of the wise are heard when

said pleasantly” (Kohelet 9:17)...

will hate you... Rebuke, “You're
someone wise!” and they will love
you...
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1. In order to be successful in
educating our children, that the
messages we want to instill will make
a strong impression on their souls until
they become engraved within them, we
must connect to our children with
binding love, true love, unconditional
love, love that has no bounds or
comparison, love that our children
know and feel every moment that their
parents love them - as they are -
without any additional conditions.

2. Someone who is privileged to get
married and bring children into this
world is truly whole and is a vessel
that can hold blessing. Every parent
should invest all their time and effort
into preserving their family and the
atmosphere within their home, not
allowing anything to “breakdown.”

3. A husband and wife are not two
people who are partners in life, but
two that are one. If the two remain
two, it’s a clear sign that their marriage
is lacking. They must be one all the
time, with one mind, one heart, and
one direction, always heading toward
Hashem, to avodat Hashem, to preserve
the Jewish tradition of Am Israel, and to
draw Torah and holiness into their home.

4, On the other hand, when this isn’t
so, parents become the source of all

their children’s problems. When
parents have no proper judgment
and throw out everything that pops
into their minds, without thinking
at all, they have no idea how much
damage they’re causing. We must
learn from Yaakov Avinu never to
jump the gun and act before thinking
and weighing the situation.

5. A parent who sees one of their
children doing something wrong or
misbehaving must remember never to
criticize the child with anger or in
front of others, and definitely not to
embarrass them. Rebuking a child in
the wrong way will only cause them
to distance themselves... Instead, we
must wait patiently and keep a close
eye on them for the right moment to
bring them aside to calmly explain
with love what they did wrong and
what the correct way to act is. When
a child receives rebuke in this way,
the rebuke stays in their heart, and
they will surely change for the better.

6. Unfortunately, many children have
strayed for the path of Torah and
mitzvot once they reached the age of
adolescence because their parents
criticized them angrily and embarrassed
them instead of showing them love and
guiding them on the correct path in a
pleasant and enjoyable way.
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7. Whatever mistake a parent makes
with their children at the beginning of
their journey will eventually come
back just like a boomerang to haunt
them. Sometimes, when a child is still
small, their parents allow themselves
to embarrass them in front of others,
humiliate them, hurl insults at them
when they don’t behave properly, call
them derogatory names, and maybe
even beat them (may we never have
anything to do with people like these), but
they must remember that any behavior
that isn’t acceptable will eventually
come back to greet them. Sooner or
later, their children will completely
leave the ways of the Torah and, to an
even greater extent, their parents and
family, all because they couldn’t act
calmly with their children...

8. If you have a difficult child,
tolerate them and treat them only
as affectionately as possible. Show
them love, hug and kiss them, and
comfort them as much as possible.
With Hashem’s help, over time, they
will make progress, get out of the rut,
and will do everything possible not to

cause you any trouble. If all parents
were easier on their children and
treated them with respect and
kindness, and not take them for
granted, their children would feel
more comfortable talking to them,
and they would save themselves a
lot of trouble in the future.

9. When you talk to your child in a
respectful way, pleasantly and with
affection, not only will they not get
mad at you, nor offended by what
you say, but they will never leave
you, G-d forbid. Instead, they’ll only
love you more than they did before,
get closer to you, and accept
everything you ask of them.

10. Everything that Hashem gives us
or puts us through is genuinely good
and not only good but for our good.
Sometimes, this good is concealed by
the darkness and hidden from our
sight, yet our mission is to reveal the
inner goodness within each and
everything. Children are our “gift”
from Hashem. Our job in this world
is to do everything in our power,
never to lose this precious gift...
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