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Parashat Vayikra
Today’s Sacrifices

Our parasha opens the book
of Vayikra, which deals mainly
with the laws of the sacrifices
and the laws that were practiced

while the Temple existed.
Yet we need to keep in mind

that even today, we have the work
of the sacrifices ! There are several
mitzvot that when someone
performs them, it’s considered as

if they offered up a sacrifice !
First and foremost, when

someone manages to get rid of
their forbidden desires and to
perfect their character traits, it’s
considered as a real sacrifice !...
And as usual, let’s start with a

story...
Everyone who received the

wedding invitation was
immediately filled with happiness !
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach’s
son, Rabbi Avraham Dov, was
getting married to the daughter of
Rabbi Asher Verner, the Chief

Rabbi of the city of Teveria.

The eve of the wedding
arrived. Guests streamed into the
hall, and among them were many
of the greatest Torah scholars of
the generation who sought to
honor the two renowned in-laws
in the marriage of their children.
After the chuppah, while

the hundreds of guests were
already preparing to sit in their
places, it became known that the
hundreds of plates of fish
prepared for the meal had
spoiled and couldn’t be eaten...

Nowadays, when there are
several dishes at a wedding meal,
even if one dish can’t be served,
And even if it’s the main dish, it’s
not so big of a deal because, after
all, there are still other dishes that

can be served to the guests.

However, in those days, the
fish dish wasn’t only the main
dish, it was the only dish, and
when it spoiled, there was

nothing else to serve or eat...
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Rabbi Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach got up and went to the

owner of the wedding hall.

This is what he said to him...

The agreement between the
father of the bride and me was
that each one would pay half the
price of the meal. However, since
the fish went bad and can’t be
eaten, I’m worried that the other
side will think that he doesn’t
have to pay you the full price,
and so, I would like to pay you
now the full price of the entire

meal...

The owner of the wedding
hall heard his words and wiped
away a tear away from his eye...

“I would like to tell you,” he
said. “A few minutes ago the
father of the bride came to my
office and said to me exactly the

same thing, and too he offered
to pay me the money for the

whole meal himself...”

Rabbi Itzchak Zilberstein Shlita
brought this story in his book1 and
concluded by saying, “We’re not
contemplating the halachic aspect
of this story. What we wanted to
emphasize with this story is that
the actions, conduct, and behavior
of Gedolei Israel are worlds apart
from the actions and behavior of

other people.”

They, the tzaddikim, who ensure
that all their deeds and actions bring
pleasure to Hashem, took the natural
feelings of anger and frustration, the
habitual complaints and responses,
and sacrificed everything on the

altar of faith...

But, in addition to that, there’s
another way to offer sacrifices

today...

SheHakol Niyah Bidvaro !
Rabbi Eliav Edri Shlita

recounted the following story...2
One day, a certain Baal

Teshuvah that I know decided to

1. Barchi Nafshi (Vayikra, p. 86).
2. B’Noam Siach (Vayikra, p. 35).
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try and bring his close friends from
the time when he didn’t keep
Torah and mitzvot closer to
Judaism. He invited them to an
evening of shiurim at his home, put
them in his small living room, and
served them slices of watermelon
for refreshments. When he went
out for a brief moment to continue
to serve them more refreshments,
he suddenly heard the sound of an
argument between them. He tilted
his ear in the direction of the living
room and heard that the argument
revolved around what the blessing

on watermelon is...

Probably, out of respect for
their religious friend, they didn’t
want to eat in his home without
blessing first, and therefore,
everyone decided to pull out their
knowledge of Judaism and voice
their opinion in what the blessing is.

“Watermelon is a fruit !”
said one of them. “Therefore, its

blessing is ‘Al Pri HaEtz’ !”

“It depends where it’s grown !”
shouted another as he waved his
hand in dismissal. “Watermelon
grows in the ground. Its blessing is

‘Al Pri HaAdama’.”

“I’m telling you !” stands up
the most fervent and passionate
of them all... “Its blessing is

‘SheHakol Niyah Bidvaro’ !”

The rest of the group kept
quiet, waiting for their friend to
return, who would surely be able
to put an end to the argument.

When he returned and entered
the living room, they shared their
argument with him, and he
immediately responded and said
that the blessing is ‘Boreh Pri

HaAdama’.”

At this point, things seemed to
be quiet, but, to everyone’s surprise,
the passionate friend stood up again
and said to everyone, “The blessing
is SheHakol Niyah Bidvaro ! I’m

telling you, it works...”

Not understanding what had
just happened, seven pairs of
eyes stared at him... The room
quickly filled with surprise over
the knowledge their friend
displayed and his courage to
argue with their observant friend.

He then went on to say, “I know
from experience that SheHakol

works on watermelons...”



Parashat Vayikra - SheHakol Niyah Bidvaro !
4

He repeated his puzzling saying
over and over again and, after a few
moments, told the following story...

We were a group of tankers
recruited in the Yom Kippur
War, and we fought in the Sinai
desert. My battalion numbered
several dozen tanks, and we were
tasked with attacking an Egyptian
outpost. The task didn’t seem too
difficult, but from heaven, they

probably wanted otherwise...

The Egyptians fired accurate
shots, and almost all of our tanks
were destroyed. When my tank
commander saw the desperate
situation, he looked at all of us
and said in despair, “Guys,
maybe someone knows some
prayer of religious people that
we can pray to Hashem that we’ll
be saved from this situation ?”

We were all silent. None of
us knew. “How do the religious
pray,” I thought to myself.
“What do they mumble during

their prayers ?”

“No one knows ?” The
commander’s voice was heard
again as if he felt that our lives

depended on this answer...

“I know one prayer,” one of
the guys answered hesitantly.
“But I’m not sure it’s appropriate

for this situation...”

We all watched him intently,
and he recounted... Every time I
visit my religious grandfather,
he pours me a drink and tells me
to bless and thank Hashem for it.

The commander suddenly smiled
and shouted at us excitedly, “Yes !
We have a solution to the

desperate situation we’re in !”

We all then quickly learned
the words of the short blessing.
When we were ready, a signal was
made, and a shell was lowered
into the barrel. The commander
instructed us, “When we fire the
shell, we’ll all shout the blessing
with all our might.” We, as
disciplined soldiers, nodded our
heads, waiting for a miracle to

happen.

Everythingwas ready. Before
the first shell was fired, we all
cried out with all our hearts,
“Baruch Ata Hashem, Elokenu
Melech HaOlam, SheHakol Niyah

Bidvaro !...
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The shell was fired, and it
immediately hit the fuel tank of
an Egyptian tank, and the entire

tank went up in flames.

A different Egyptian tank
aimed its barrel at us. One
of the soldiers shouted, and
another shell was prepared for
dispatch. Again we all shouted,
“Baruch Ata Hashem, Elokenu
Melech HaOlam, SheHakol Niyah

Bidvaro !”

Another miracle occurred.
The second tank was hit near its
turret and began to go up in flames.

This is how we destroyed
tank after tank. Before each shot,
we shouted with all our hearts,
“SheHakol Niyah Bidvaro.” And
each time, we were amazed
anew at the precise sniping, the
timing of the shooting, and the

obvious success.

After many hours of fighting,
in which the Egyptian tanks were
beaten one by one, the rest began to
retreat. We succeeded in the task !

“Now tell me,” concluded the
storyteller as he turned to everyone.

“Do you really think that what
manages to destroy Egyptian
tanks one by one won’t work on

watermelons ? !”

Everyone looked at him,
smiling, trying to imagine the
miraculous rescue, enjoying the
resourcefulness. Only their religious
friend, wearing a kippah, sat

pensively...

“HaKadosh Baruch Hu,” he
reflected in his heart, “how you
take endless mercy on your
children ! When the voices of the
soldiers on the battlefield rose
before you, you didn’t pay any
attention to how distant they are
from you, nor did you see their
separation from religion. You
turned to their voice, and when
they cried out with all their hearts,

you heard and saved them...”

This is the true power of
prayer !

Theywere saved because that
was a real prayer that rose from
within their hearts. A prayer that
rises as a sacrifice before
Hashem! This was a prayer which
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it is said about, “Hashem is near to
all those who call Him, to all who
truly call Him” (Tehillim 145:18).

However, this week we’ll
concentrate mainly on the importance

of a shiur Torah !

It’s That Important ? !
One hundred and twenty-seven

countries shook in shock...

Haman, the viceroy, was just
hung ! And that was only the

beginning...

He was joined by his sons and
another eighty thousand Amalekites...3

A year passed since the Jew’s
victory, and Queen Ester sent a

message to the sages...4

“I ask that you set a day that
the Megillah will be read on for
generations.” The sages replied
to her, “Do you want the other
nations to envy us ? ! Do you
want them to think we’re happy

in mentioning their defeat ?”

Ester then sent them, “I’ve
already been written about in
the Chronicles of the kings of

Persia, and there they’ll see
what happened to them.”
The sages then agreed

with her, and among all the
regulations they amended is that
we must read the Megillah on
Purim twice, once at night and
a second time during the day.5

Decades have passed since...
Am Israel have already

returned to their land, in the heart
of Jerusalem stands the second
Temple built, the entire area filled

with awe-inspiring holiness...
At the entrance of the Great

Court in Jerusalem, a delegation
of Kohanim stood and asked,
“Our sages corrected that the
Megillah should be read twice,
once at night and once during the
day. With the reading at night, we

3. Seventy-five thousand people in the lands of Achashverosh, and another five
hundred men in Shushan, the capital.

4. Megillah 7a.
5. Megillah 4a.
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can get by since we don’t offer
sacrifices at night, but we came to
ask whether we must hear the
reading of the Megillah also
during the day or whether we are
exempt because we have to offer

sacrifices and have no time ?”
The sages listened and

replied...6 You must hear the
scroll ! Even if, as a result, the
work in the Beit HaMikdash will

have to wait !
Many more years have

passed since then, and on the eve
of Purim of one of the years, a
question arose in the Beit Midrash

of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi...
We’ve been privileged to

engage in the learning of Torah day

and night. However, now, on the
day of Purim, we need twice (night
and day) to stop our learning and
listen to the reading of the
Megillah. This will completely take
us out of our learning and thought
process. Maybe we’re exempt from

hearing the Megillah ?
In the end, the halacha was

decided. Even the sages and
talmidei chachamim who spend
all their time learning Torah
need to stop and listen to the

reading of the Megillah !
Surely you want to know the

source of this law. It was learned
from the war of Yehoshua...
And before we continue,

we’ll give a short introduction...
Sacrifices Throughout The Generations

On the sixth day of creation,
man was created. On that day, he
was also commanded not to eat
from the Tree of Knowledge, and
on that same day, he disobeyed and
ate from the Tree of Knowledge...
Hashem appeared to him

and revealed his punishment...

Just a few minutes following
this whole episode, the sun set,
and a dark and thick darkness
prevailed... The Gemara7 revealed

exactly what happened then.
After the sun set, Adam

HaRishon realized his mistake...
“Because of me the world

6. Megillah 3a.
7. Avodah Zara 8a.
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became dark !” He then sat and
began to fast and cry all night...
As the rays of dawn started to rise
and he again saw the sun shining,
he realized that this was how the
world worked... There’s day and

night ! Light and darkness !

Adam HaRishon then stood
and offered a sacrifice of thanks

to Hashem...

This was the first sacrifice
ever offered.

After Adam HaRishon was
expelled from Gan Eden, he had
two sons, Cain and Hevel, and
they divided the world between
them. Cain, who loved to work
the land, got all the lands, and
Hevel, who loved to graze sheep,
got all the cattle, and each of
them would give a share to his
brother. When the 14th of Nisan
arrived, Adam called his sons and
said to them, “One day Am Israel
will offer Passover sacrifices to
Hashem. You too shall offer your
sacrifices before Hashem.” Cain
decided to offer up the worst of
his share, and Hevel offered up
the best of his sheep and cattle.

They both offered their
sacrifices on the altar built by their

father, Adam HaRishon...

Thiswas the second sacrifice
ever offered before Hashem.

The flood was over... Noach
came out of the ark, and before
his eyes, a destroyed world was
revealed ! Noach was shocked
and cried out before Hashem,
“HaKadosh Baruch Hu, you are
called merciful. You should have
had mercy on your creations !”

Hashem heard his cry and
answered, “You fool ! Why didn’t
you say anything when I first
told you I was going to bring a
flood ? ! All you heard was that
you’re going to survive in the
ark, and it didn’t occur to you to
ask for mercy for the rest of the
world. Now that everything was
destroyed, you suddenly remember

to pray for them ? !”

Noach then acknowledged
his mistake and built an altar to
ask for mercy on the world,
“And Noach built an altar for
Hashem... and offered sacrifices

on the altar” (Bereshit 8:20).
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Then, Avraham, Itzchak,
and Yaakov arrived, and they

built a total of seven altars.
Avraham built four altars,

Itzchak Avinu built only one altar,
and Yaakov Avinu built two altars...

Although they, our holy avot,
offered sacrifices, it was only a
few times and not a permanent
thing... Then Am Israel went down
to the land of Egypt, and there,

even these few times ceased...

Avadim Hayinu
In the Passover Haggadah, we

say, “Avadim Hayinu LeParoah
BeMitzrayim - We were slaves to
Paraoh in Egypt.” The
commentators8 on the Haggadah
write that the Haggadah is trying
to describe the hardships of
slavery and the depth of the pain
that Am Israel endured while

enslaved by Paraoh...

“And they embittered their
lives with harsh labor involving
mortar and bricks, and with all the
labor of the field...” (Shemot 1:14).

The sages of the Midrashim9

greatly described the difficulty of
the burden of slavery and the
genocide that the Egyptians
carried out on Am Israel for a

span of two hundred and ten years
until Moshe Rabbeinu arrived

and took them out of Egypt.

Streams of blood, weariness
and sweat were shed in the streets
of Egypt, countless people were
humiliated and tortured under the
oppression of Egypt, living infants
were used as building blocks, and
beatings and spilling of blood for

two hundred and ten years...

The difficulty of slavery
descended deep into the abysses of
each and every soul of Am Israel...

Within all the terrible difficulty,
sparks of redemption began to
rise, the roots of salvation began
to sprout... It was precisely inside
Paraoh’s home that Moses grew

8. See Otzar Mefarshei HaHaggadah (p. 84).
9. See Maasei Choshev (Vayikra, p. 78).
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up. Treasures of kings were at his
disposal. Anything he wanted was
in his hand’s reach... He was the
adopted son of Batya, Paraoh’s

beloved daughter.

Nevertheless,Moshe Rabbeinu
took all the honor and royalty, all
the wealth and fortune, and
sacrificed everything on the altar

of Ahavat Israel...

Ahavat Israel - The Root of Redemption
The Midrash says10 that

when Moshe reached the age of
twenty, he left Paraoh’s palace
and went to the workplaces

where his nation worked...

When he saw their immense
sorrow and distress, he couldn’t
bear it. Although he knew he
was risking his life, he put
everything on the line and began
to help them. He lifted on his
shoulders heavy burdens which
the weak had to bear, he treated
wounds inflicted by hard work,
he himself buried the bodies of
those who died from weakness,
and through it all, he encouraged
his nation and prevented them

from reaching despair...

Yet, above all, he helped
Am Israel by praying for them.

Prayers that stemmed from a
heart of true love !

However,HaKadosh Baruch
Hu, who still wasn’t ready to
free His nation, tried to put an

end to Moshe’s prayers...

These are the words of the
Chofetz Chaim zt”l...11

While Moshe Rabbeinu was
in Egypt, he gave everything he
had to take part in the suffering of
Am Israel. Just as the Midrash
tells us when he saw a Jew
carrying a wheelbarrow laden with
clay, he ran to help push it, when
he saw a Jew loading a heavy brick
on his shoulder, he hurried to tilt
his shoulder to bear its weight, and
when he saw an Egyptian beating
a Jew, he immediately killed him...

10. Shemot Rabbah 1:27.
11. See Maayan HaEmuna (Vol. 2, p. 324).
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Of course, throughout all of
Moshes’ sorrow and grief, he
didn’t stop from begging and
pleading to Hashem in prayer
for the salvation of his people.

Nonetheless, Hashem knew
that the difficulty of slavery was
needed to complete the time of
four hundred years decreed in
the covenant between the parts,
and it was the best thing for

Am Israel. What did He do ? He
set things in motion and caused
that Moshe Rabbeinu would be
forced to flee to Midyan. By
this, He was able to bring about

their redemption.

And when the time came,
Hashem revealed Himself to
Moshe Rabbeinu in Midyan and
informed him... The time for

redemption has arrived !

The Pesach Sacrifice and Brit Milah
TheEgyptians already suffered

nine plagues...

Am Israel is waiting for the
tenth plague to arrive, and
suddenly Hashem appears to

Moshe and says...

Am Israel still doesn’t have
enough merit to be redeemed, but
don’t worry, I will command them
to offer sacrifices, and thanks to
that, Am Israel will be redeemed !
Here are the sacrifices... The
Pesach sacrifice and the mitzvah
of Brit Milah (circumcision) which

is also a sacrifice.

On the tenth day of the month
of Nisan, Am Israel took a lamb
(or goat) to each house and kept it
in their homes until the
fourteenth day of Nisan, which
they then sacrificed as a Pesach

sacrifice.

During the same time
period, every man within Am
Israel circumcised themselves
and mixed the blood of the
Pesach sacrifice with the blood
of the Brit Milah and spread it
on their doorframes12 so that
when Hashem will pass through
Egypt and bring the plague of

12. Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer (Ch. 29).
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the firstborn’s, He would see
the blood on the doorframes and

skip over their homes.

Obviously, it’s clear and simple
that Hashem knew which homes
belonged to Jews and which to
Egyptians, even without the sign
of the blood on the doorframe. The
only reason that Hashem
commanded Am Israel to do so is

that at the time of the exodus, Am
Israel didn’t have any mitzvot and,
in turn, didn’t have the merit to be
redeemed. Therefore, He gave
them the mitzvot of the Pesach
sacrifice and Brit Milah, and
thanks to these two sacrifices, they

were redeemed...

Before we continue, we’ll
add a quick point of explanation...

The Virtue Of A Brit Milah
Our sages wrote in several

places that every Jew who merits
to bring their son into the
covenant of Avraham Avinu (Brit
Milah), it’s as if they had offered a

sacrifice before Hashem.

Rabbi Chaim Yaakov Safrin,
however, questioned this...13 “All
sacrifices are required to be
offered only in the Beit
HaMikdash. It isn’t allowed to
offer a sacrifice anywhere else.
If so, being that a Brit Milah
is just like offering a sacrifice,
how is it permissible to offer it
outside the Beit HaMikdash ?”

He answered that by completing
the mitzvah of Brit Milah, the
Shechina and the Beit
HaMikdash are brought to the

place of the covenant !

We also found a beautiful
idea in the book Yalkot Yosef by
the Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi
Itzchak Yosef Shlita. This is

what he writes...14

The reason that the father of
the child being circumcised
needs to stand next to the mohel
(The one performing the circumcision)
is that a Brit Milah is like a

13. Shabbat Shalom U’Mevorach (p. 38).
14. Yalkut Yosef – Sova Semachot (Vol. 2, p. 51).
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sacrifice, and during the time of
the Beit HaMikdash, each person
who would bring a sacrifice
would have to stand next to the
Kohen who would offer it up...

On this topic, it’s told15 that
once a group of chassidim traveled
to Lublin to gather around their
holy rabbi, the Chozeh of Lublin.
One of the topics they wanted to
discuss with their rabbi was about a
certain Jew who would cause them
a lot of distress and misery. They
wanted to tell the Chozeh about all
their troubles and ask him to bless
them to get rid of all their misery.

As soon as they arrived in
Lublin, they went straight to their
rabbi to tell him about all their
troubles and what that one Jew
back in their town imposes on
them. To their amazement, the
Chozeh told them that he doesn’t
know what they want from that
poor Jew, “I see him as if standing
and offering a sacrifice,” he said.
The embarrassed chassidim left
their rabbi in a state of shock and

despair, not understanding what
just happened. “Maybe we’re
wrong about him,” they thought.
“Maybe he’s really nothing but a

hidden tzaddik.”

Nonetheless, they decided
that when they approach their
rabbi again to receive a farewell
blessing before they return to
their town, they’ll mention
the story again and see what

happens... And so they did...

Before they left, they
approached their rabbi and asked
for his blessing to be saved from
the evil hands of the horrible Jew
in their town. When the Chozeh
heard their words, he blessed them
that they would succeed, that the
“Horrible Jew” wouldn’t bring
anything upon them, and that all
their troubles would soon be over.

Again, the chassidim were in
shock by their rabbi’s answer and
didn’t understand why he suddenly
changed his mind... When the
Chozeh saw their surprise, he
explained himself. When you first

15. Niflaot HaBrit (p. 271).
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mentioned the “Horrible Jew”
from your town to me, he was in
the middle of completing the
mitzvah of Brit Milah for his son
and anyone who brings their son
into the covenant of Avraham

Avinu it’s like they offered a
sacrifice before Hashem...
These two sacrifices provided

Am Israel the merit to be redeemed
from Egypt, and a few days later,

they arrived at Refidim...

The War of Amalek
While Am Israel were in

Refidim, they slowly began
to distance themselves from
learning Torah, and that was
exactly what gave strength to the
nation of Amalek to attack them !

Amalek quickly gathered
a variety of weapons and
ammunition and prepared for

war against Am Israel...

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai
in the Zohar16 revealed that this
war was the most difficult war
in the entire course of history...

The reason for this is that this
war took place simultaneously in

the upper and lower worlds.

When Moshe Rabbeinu saw
that the war was taking place on
two planes, he decided to make

a division as well. The war that
was taking place on the spiritual
plane, he took for himself, and
the war on the physical plane
was given to Joshua Bin Nun.

A few lone Amalekites managed
to escape the war... Beaten and
bruised, they returned to their land,
and the echoes of victory resonated

throughout the land...

Moshe Rabbeinu then built an
altar, “And Moshe built an altar
and named it Hashem Nisi (Hashem
made for me a miracle)” (Shemot 17:15).
And a few months later, on the 11th
of Tishrei, Am Israel were ordered
to build the Mishkan... And on the
1st of Nisan, 2449 years since the
creation of the world, the work in

the Mishkan began...

16. Zohar (Parashat Beshalach, p. 65b).
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The Humility Of Moshe Rabbeinu
RabbiChaimKanievsky Shlita

wrote17 that the verse “And He
called to Moshe, and Hashemspoke
to him from the Tent of Meeting...”
was said to Moshe Rabbeinu on the
day that the Mishkan was erected,

the 1st of Nisan.

And because in this verse
Moshe Rabbeinu’s humility was
revealed, he, therefore, merited

to offer up the sacrifices !

We’ll explain...

The following is an excerpt
from our book Imrei Noam by
HaRav Yoram Michael Abargel

zt”l...18

Our parasha opens with the
verse, “And He called to Moshe and
Hashem spoke to him from the Tent
of Meeting...” From this verse, we
learn about the immense humility

that Moshe Rabbeinu had...

The Midrash says...19

“And He called to Moshe
and Hashem spoke” – From here,
we learned that every Talmid
Chacham who has no Daat,
neveilah is better than him... Go
and learn from Moshe, the father
of wisdom, the father of the
prophets, who brought Israel out
of Egypt, and by him were
several miracles performed in
Egypt and on Yam Suf, and who
ascended to the heavens and
brought down the Torah, who
worked in the Mishkan, and even
so, he didn’t enter before Hashem
until Hashem called him, as is
said, “And He called to Moshe.”

According to the words of
the Midrash, the opening of
our parasha, “And he called to
Moshe,” is clearly connected to
the end of the previous parasha
(Parashat Pekudei), which deals with
the building of the Mishkan
and its vessels as well as the

17. LeMichsei Atik (Vayikra 1:1).
18. ImreiNoam (Parashat Vayikra, Maamar 2).
19. Vayikra Rabbah 1:15.
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assembly of the Mishkan by Moshe
Rabbeinu. The Torah comes and
says at the beginning of our
parasha that from the magnitude
of humility and modesty that
Moshe Rabbeinu had, he didn’t
have the strength or courage to
enter the Mishkan without first
being commanded. He thought to
himself, “Who am I to enter such
a holy place where the Shechina
dwells without first receiving
permission.” Immediately at that
moment, Hashem called Moshe
and commanded him to enter the

Mishkan.

From Moshe’s behavior, the
Midrash concludes that “Every
Talmid Chacham who has no
Daat, neveilah is better than him.”
In other words, someone who
doesn’t have humility, and instead,
they’re full of arrogance and pride,
even though it may seem to them
that they’re wise and important and
deserve all the respect in the world,

neveilah is better than them !

The reason that the Midrash
used the words “who has no Daat”
and didn’t simply just say “who
isn’t humble” is because the word

“Daat” comes from the root
connection and joined (as explained
in Tanya chapter 3) and the Midrash
wanted to imply that only someone
who is humble and nullifies
themselves before Hashem can

truly connect with Him.

Similarly, the reason why
the Midrash said that every
Talmid Chacham who has no
Daat is worse than neveilah is
that even the hide of a neveilah
can be used to write tefillin,
mezuzot, and sifrei Torah (Shabbat
108a), what isn’t the case with
someone who is full of arrogance,
that even what they learn is soon
forgotten by them, as the gemara
says, “A Talmid Chacham who is
arrogant quickly forgets what
they learned” (Pesachim 66b). It
turns out that neveilah has more
benefit than someone full of

arrogance and pride.

Therefore, since Moshe
Rabbeinu was genuinely humble,
Hashem had to call him and

command him to enter...

And the signs of humility
remained forever...
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As can be seen in the Torah
itself, the letter 'א' in the word
'ויקרא' is smaller than the rest of

the letters.

The Baal HaTurim explains
that the reason that the letter 'א' is
smaller than the rest of the letters
is that Moshe, in his great
humility, didn’t want to write the
word 'ויקרא' but ,'ויקר' as if Hashem
wasn’t speaking to him directly,
and Hashem instructed him to
write the 'א' as well. However,
because of his humbleness,
Moshe again told Hashem that
he’ll only write the 'א' if it’s
smaller than the rest of the letters.

Rashi adds that the word 'ויקרא '
denotes affection and importance,
and reveals the magnitude of the
importance that Moshe Rabbeinu
had in the eyes of Hashem. On the
other hand, the word 'ויקר ' is

indifferent and informal.

Similarly, we find another
example of Moshe Rabbeinu’s
humility in the book of Bamidbar
in the verse, “And the man Moshe

was very humble, more than
anyone else on the face of the
earth” (Bamidbar 12:3). There, in
the verse, the word humble – עניו
– is written without the letter .'י'
There too, Hashem told Moshe to
write the word 'עניו ' showing his
humility and modesty. However,
again Moshe couldn’t get himself
to write such praise about himself
and therefore omitted the letter 'י'
and wrote 'ענו ' instead, implying

flaw and inferiority.

According to all this, we can
now understand the Midrash20

that in the opinion of Rav
Shmuel, Moshe Rabbeinu’s face
illuminated after Hashem took
the remaining ink from the quill
that Moshe used to write the
Torah and spread it on his

forehead.

And the question arises. How
was there ink leftover after Moshe
finished writing the Torah ?
Without a doubt, Hashem gave
Moshe exactly the amount of ink
he would need to write the entire
Torah. Not a drop more or less.

20. Midrash Tanchuma (Ki Tisa, 37).
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Yet, according to the above,
this is all wonderfully explained.
Although Hashem gave Moshe
Rabbeinu the exact amount of
ink, because Moshe wrote the
letter 'א' of 'ויקרא' smaller than

the rest of the letters and also
omitted the letter 'י ' in the word
,'עניו' he was then left with a
little bit of ink in which Hashem
used to rub on his forehead and

cause his face to illuminate...

Sacrifice Your Pride
HaRav Yoram continued

and said...21

According to what’s been
explained thus far, that the opening
of our parasha “And He called to
Moshe” (Vayikra 1:1) and the small
letter 'א' in the word 'ויקרא' teach us
about the level of humility
required of every person, it’s now
well understood why Hashem
chose this verse to open the entire
book of Vayikra which deals
mainly with the sacrifices and
work done in the Beit HaMikdash.

The reason for this is that the
trait of humility is the basis of all
the sacrifices, as can be learned
from the fact that of all the animals
that are kosher for eating, Hashem
chose only sheep and cattle to be
sacrificed on the altar because by

nature these animals are humble
and submissive to their owners.
Also, of all the hundreds of birds
that are kosher to eat, Hashem
chose only doves and pigeons to
be sacrificed on the altar because
they’re the humblest and most

submissive of all the birds.

So too, the main action of the
sacrifice and the atonement
brought about by them to the
person bringing it is done precisely
by the humility and humbleness of
the person at the time that they’re
offering the sacrifice on the altar.
Therefore, the whole matter of the
sacrifices opens with the verse,
“And He called to Moshe” - To
teach us that attaining humility and
modesty is the purpose and goal of

all the sacrifices.

21. Imrei Noam (Parashat Vayikra, Maamar 2).
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Additionally, by beginning
the subject of the sacrifices with
the verse “And He called to
Moshe,” the Torah comes to
teach us that even in exile, when
the Temple still hasn’t been
built, and we can’t offer up any
sacrifices, Hashem, nonetheless,
considers it as if we offered
sacrifices before Him when we

act with humility (See Sota 5b).

Furthermore, those who
truly want to attain the crown of
Torah and have everything they
learn be remembered must cling to
the attributes of modesty and
humility as tight as they can. Only
through these traits does Hashem
help you acquire His Torah. As
chazal said, “If someone makes
themselves like a desert in which
everyone steps on, the Torah is
given to them as a gift” (Eruvin 54a).

The Gemara (Pesachim 66a)
tells that once, the sons of
Beteira forgot a halacha
regarding Pesach and Shabbat
and heard that Hillel HaZaken
had just immigrated from Bavel
to Eretz Israel. They went to visit
him and ask him their question,

and he immediately answered
them with the correct halacha.

Without delay, they seated
him at the head of the yeshiva and
asked him to tell them more
halachot regarding Pesach. After
seeing all the honor he received, a
little sense of pride and haughtiness
entered his heart, and he began to
rebuke them, saying, “What
brought about me coming from
Bavel to teach you all ?The laziness
that you all have that you didn’t
take the opportunity to learn from
the two Gedolei HaDor, Shemaiah
and Avtalion !” And because of that
same feeling of pride that entered
his heart, immediately afterward,
when they asked him another
halacha in the laws of Pesach, he

forgot the answer.

So too, the Talmud Yerushalmi
(Yevamot 12:6) tells that the citizens
of the city Simonia once came
before Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi and
asked him to send them one of his
best students to serve as the head
rabbi in their city. Rabbi Yehuda
sent them his disciple Levi Bar
Sisi who was an extremely wise
student. When Rabbi Levi arrived,
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they made him a big stage and sat
him on it. They then began to ask
him various questions in Halacha
and Aggadah, and he didn’t know

how to answer any of them.

The citizens of Simonia
returned to Rabbi Yehuda and told
him about what had happened to
his disciple. Rabbi Yehuda was
astonished at what they told him
and immediately called his disciple
Rabbi Levi and repeated each
question that they asked him.
However, this time Rabbi Levi
knew the answer to every question.
“Since you know all the answers,
why didn’t you answer them,”
asked Rabbi Yehuda. Rabbi Levi
then told his rabbi about the big
stage they made for him and said,
“When they sat me on the stage, I
suddenly started to feel pride, and I

forgot everything I learned.”

We’ll end this topic with the
words of Rebbe Itzchak Isaac of
Komarna in his book Heichal
HaBeracha (Parashat Vayikra) that
the Baal Shem Tov once said
that he learned the medicine to
every sickness from the verse
“And He called to Moshe,” that

opens our parasha. Of course,
this needs explanation. Yet,
according to everything we’ve
said thus far, regarding the trait
of humility learned from this
verse, we can understand his

words in a very simple way...

The human body is made up of
four elements: Fire, wind, water,
and earth. As long as the elements
in the body are used in the proper
measure, and no one element
overcomes the others, the human
body is properly conducted in a
healthy manner. But, when one
element overpowers the other
elements (such as the fire element
increases and the person’s body
temperature exceeds the proper measure,
or the water element increases and water
is found in all sorts of places in the body
where it doesn’t belong, etc.) the health
of the body begins to deteriorate,
and it becomes susceptible to

various illnesses and diseases.

When someone conducts
themselves with haughtiness and
behaves arrogantly and rudely and
thinks they’re better than others, in
doing so, they cause the elements
in their body to overcome one
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another and break away from their
proper measure, and as a result,
illnesses come upon them. But,
when someone behaves with
humility and humbles themselves
before others, in doing so, they
cause the elements in their body to
behave humbly with each other
and not overpower one another
and therefore maintaining a proper

and healthy body.
From this, we can understand

what the Baal Shem Tov meant
when he said that he learned the
medicine for every sickness
from the verse “And He called

to Moshe.”
From here, we also receive a

piece of advice for anyone who
Divine Providence brought about
that they would be a doctor, that
since the whole secret of
medicine depends on the trait of
humility implied in the verse
“And He called to Moshe,” so
too, the ability of a doctor to find

the cure for an illness relies solely
on their measure of humility.
When a doctor truly has

humility and knows very well that
the health of the patient depends
solely on the will of Hashem, and
they’re only His messenger, and
they know how to humble
themselves before tzaddikim and
are willing to listen to their
instructions and advice even on
the subject of medicine and know
that their blessings have the
power to bring about results
above the ways of nature - thanks
to this humility, the doctor
receives help from heaven to
succeed in the field of medicine,
and they’ll have the merit to draw
down health from heaven to every
patient who comes before them...
And since then, when

Moshe commanded to offer up
the sacrifices, the work in the

Mishkan began...22

22. A couple of years ago, I lost
hearing in my ears. A virus entered
my ear, and was very stubborn and
didn’t want to simply leave. I don’t
blame him though. The gemara says

(Avodah Zara 55a) that when a sickness
is sent to someone, the sickness is
told exactly when to leave and by
who. Apparently, the virus received

permission to stay.



Parashat Vayikra - Forty Years in The Desert
22

Forty Years in The Desert...
The prophet Amos prophesied

and said in astonishment, “The
sacrifices and offerings you
offered me in the desert forty

years...” (Amos 5:25).

Seemingly, according to
his words, those forty years that

Am Israel were in the desert, no
sacrifices were offered up to

Hashem...

Rabbi Itzchak Isaac HaLevi
explains23 that Amos the prophet
spoke precisely about offerings
from individuals, which for all

One day, the doctor that was treating
me asked, “Why does the gemara say
(Kiddushin 82a) that the best doctors go

to Gehinom ?”

The doctor saw that I didn’t answer
and thought that I didn’t hear him. He
then asked the question again, but this
time much louder. However, I still

didn’t answer him.

He “understood” that the virus had
completely taken away my hearing and
decided to scream his question as loud
as he could. This time, the entire
department heard his question. I began
to worry that if I didn’t answer him,
he’d bring loudspeakers, and therefore

I told him that I heard his question.

“Thenwhy didn’t you answer,” he asked.

“Because what does it have to do with
you ?” I answered. “Bring me one of
the best doctors, and I’ll answer them.”

He didn’t get offended. He knew it
was just a joke. He didn’t even think
for a second that he wasn’t one of the

best doctors. He then looked at me,
waiting for a real answer.

I realized that it would be easier to just
answer him than to convince him that
there are other doctors better than him,
and therefore I told him that the
average doctor knows that what they
can do is limited and therefore in the
blessing of “Refaeinu” in the Shemonei
Esrei prayer they pray to Hashem for
help that they’ll succeed in their work.

However, the best doctors think that
they can do everything and that they
don’t need help from Hashem, and
therefore they don’t pray to Hashem
for help. They’re thus sent to Gehinom
because they only rely on themselves.

That’s what I meant when I said that
you’re not one of the best doctors,
because I know that you can’t do
everything yourself. And how do I
know that ? Because I still can’t hear…

-VeHigadeta (Haggadah Shel Pesach, p. 425).

23. Dorot Rishonim (Vol. 6, p. 255).



Parashat Vayikra - Guard My Covenant
23

the forty years that Am Israel
spent in the desert, they didn’t
offer a single sacrifice. But,
public sacrifices offered by the
nation were certainly offered

up.24

It’s known that the sacrifices
were divided into two.

1.The public sacrifices which
were continuously offered, day
after day, including Shabbat,
Yom Tov, and Rosh Chodesh.

2. Individual sacrifices.

There’s also a big difference
between public sacrifices and

individual sacrifices, public
sacrifices being obligatory, and
individual sacrifices being entirely
voluntary (except for the Passover
sacrifice and the Olah Riya - and
both weren’t sacrificed in the

desert, as is well known).

Therefore, the words of the
prophet Amos are regarding only
individual sacrifices and not
obligatory sacrifices of the public...

At the end of the fortieth year,
on the 10th of Nisan, the year
2488, Am Israel crossed the
Jordan river, entered the Land of
Israel, and began to settle down...

Guard My Covenant
RabbiYaakov Israel Klapholtz

zt”l wrote25 that all those forty
years that Am Israel traveled
through the desert, they didn’t
perform the mitzvah of Brit Milah
for their sons because there was

great danger in doing so.

When they finally arrived in
the land of Israel, Hashem called

Yehoshua and commanded him
to circumcise all of Am Israel.
Yehoshua gathered everyone

together and informed them that
it’s not possible to enter Eretz
Israel until everyone is
circumcised, just like Hashem said
to Avraham Avinu, “I gave you and
your offspring’s... the entire land of

24. Anyone who observes the verses
will immediately notice that all the
verses in the entire book of Vayikra

deal only with individual sacrifices and
not any public sacrifices of any kind.
25. Otzar Aggadot Nach (Vol. 1, p. 7).
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Canaan” (Bereshit 17:8) on condition
that “You will guard my covenant,
you and your offspring’s after you
for generations to come” (Bereshit
17:9). Hashem said to Avraham, “If
your descendants keep the mitzvah
of Brit Milah, they’ll enter the land,

and if not, they won’t.”

When Am Israel heard this,
they immediately circumcised
themselves and their sons, and
then Hashem appeared to them
and said, “Today I have removed
the shame of Egypt from you”
(Yehoshua 5:9). The reason He
said that was because before Am
Israel left Egypt, Paraoh said to
them, “It’s not in your best
interest to leave Egypt... My
stargazers see that the stars tell

that you have a lot of blood in
your future ! It would be better
off if you would just stay here.”

Andwhen Am Israel completed
the sin of the golden calf, Hashem
wanted to destroy them until
Moshe prayed to Him and said,
“The Egyptians can now claim
that Am Israel should have
listened to them and not leave
Egypt...” Hashem then decided to
turn the blood of destruction into

the blood of Brit Milah.

Therefore,while Am Israel was
circumcising themselves, Hashem
said, “Today I have removed the

shame of Egypt from you...”

Now it’s time to purify the
Land of Israel...

The Destination - Yericho
After being circumcised,

they offered up the Pesach
sacrifice and celebrated the seven
days of Passover. They then set
out in search of a way to conquer
Yericho. And for that purpose,
they set up an ambush and stayed

prepared from the middle of the
day until the morning.

In the morning, Yehoshua Bin
Nun stood by the city, and before
his eyes, something incredible
was revealed before him,26 “A
man stood before him with a

26. Eruvin 63b.
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sword drawn in his hand”
(Yehoshua 5:13). Yehoshua
approached him and asked, “Are
you with us or against us ?”

(Yehoshua 5:13).

The man answered, “No, for
I am a general in the army of
Hashem” (Yehoshua 5:14), and I
have come to reprimand you.
Because of the ambush that you
organized and ordered your
people to stay prepared the
entire night, you caused the

entire nation to sin twice.

1. You didn’t offer the Tamid
sacrifice.

2.At night, instead of studying
Torah, you wasted time standing

in an ambush.

Yehoshua heard the rebuke
and asked, “After what offense
were you sent to me ? The
first of the second ?” And the
angel answered, “Because of
the second, withholding from

learning Torah !”

The angel continued and
said to Yehoshua, “Know that
there is no way according to
the principles of nature that you

can conquer Yericho... The only
way to overcome the city is by
“Surrounding the city with all
your soldiers and encircle it for
six days... On the seventh day
encircle the city seven times,
and the Kohanim shall sound
the trumpets” (Yehoshua 6:3-4)...

Yehoshua heard the words
of instruction and followed them
precisely ! And on the seventh
day, the great wall, which no one
was ever able to overcome, came
crashing down into the ground,
and Am Israel entered Yericho...

Yehoshua Bin Nun was
filled with joy, and as a result,
he composed the prayer Aleinu

LeShabeach...

Yet, there is still something
else we learn from this encounter...

Even though the work of the
sacrifices is exalted and beyond
our understanding, and through
them, all the worlds receive an
abundance of light, life, and
blessing, Torah study is still many
times loftier and more important,
and even more so, the Torah study

of many people together !
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And since Am Israel
disregarded the study of Torah
yesterday, the damage that was

brought about was much greater
than that from disregarding the

sacrifices.

The Virtue Of Studying Torah...
In his daily lesson on the

Tanya, HaRav Yoram Michael
Abargel zt”l said...27

Our sages said,28 “Talmud
Torah Keneg Kulam” (The study of
Torah is equal to them all) - Whoever
wants to truly have good and deep
roots must make sure that they
don’t distance themselves from
the Torah for even a second. It’s
worth always remembering that
Talmud Torah is equal to them all
– To all the mitzvot in the Torah.
When someone studies Torah,
apart from the very knowledge
that they acquire, the main benefit
they receive is that they know
how to observe the rest of the
mitzvot. Those who study Torah
know how to actually observe the
mitzvot, those who don’t study

Torah, don’t...

Every person must expand
their knowledge of the Torah, both
in proficiency and in depth, and in
the end, they’ll achieve everything.
Someone who spends their time in
the Beit Midrash will surely be
destined for great things. Don’t
forget, only through the Torah can

perfection be achieved...

We must spend as much of
our time as we can in Torah
study, in giving tzedakah, and in
Ahavat Israel. Our job in this
world is to do a lot of good, to
stay strong, never give up on
prayer, and in no way whatsoever

miss out on learning Torah...

The Baal HaTanya mentioned
here what chazal said that Talmud
Torah Keneged Kulam, and above
all Talmud Torah of many people
together. In every Torah lesson that

27. Betzur Yarom (Vol. 4, p. 14).
28. Mishna Peah 1:1.
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you hear, every second that you
listen, you fulfill all 613 mitzvot...

TheLubavitcher Rebbe writes
in one of his discourses29 that a
Torah lesson has the power to add
immense protection to Am Israel
from any harm. Anywhere where
there is a public Torah lesson, the
Shechinah joins, and when the
Shechinah joins, then the whole
Torah is taught at that moment,
and therefore even though
Talmud Torah is one mitzvah, it’s

equal to all 613 mitzvot...

In our generation, all progress
forward, even minimal, is worth a
lot in heaven. Our generation is full
of temptations, lusts, and
immorality which aren’t even
always dependent on us. The
majority comes from outside. You
don’t even truly want a part of it.
Exactly for this reason, if someone
comes to you and says it’s difficult
to draw near to Hashem in this
generation, you should immediately
tell them that they’re wrong and that
exactly in this generation, even the

little that is done is considered a lot
relative to the previous generations,
and therefore it’s now easier to
draw close to Hashem. Even if
you’re in a spiritual fall, don’t
remain complacent. Immediately
rise again and continue forward, as
the saying goes, “Even when I fall, I
rise again” (Micha 7:8). Never accept
the situation you’re in. Instead,
embrace change and constantly

move forward.

Even more so when you’re
privileged to participate in a

lesson on Chassidut...

The soul of the Baal Shem Tov
didn’t take part in the sin of the
Tree of Knowledge. He managed
to leave Gan Eden even before it
happened. He felt that something
was wrong and ran away. Due so,
his soul never took part in any sin
or immorality, and therefore he
was born when his father (Rabbi
Eliezer) was one hundred years old,
after he had already eliminated all
material desires. Thus, the aspects
of the Torah that the Baal Shem

29. Torat Menachem – Drushim Pirkei Avot (p. 66).
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Tov revealed are limitless and
have no end.

In 1746, the Baal Shem Tov
ascended to heaven and reached
the chamber of the Mashiach. He
then asked him when he would
come and reveal himself, and the
Mashiach answered, “When your
teachings will be spread
throughout the world...” Therefore,
the entire redemption depends
solely on the teachings of the Baal
Shem Tov. Before the death of the
Baal Shem Tov’s father, he called
his son, who was then five years
old, and told him that he wanted to
ask of him two favors. One, to
never be afraid of anyone, no
matter who they are. Only to fear
Hashem. And the second request
was to love every Jew with his
entire heart and soul. Immediately

afterward, he passed away...

When a Jew is privileged to
study Chassidut, which is the
heart of the Torah, they’re given
the strength to advance forward, to
sanctify and purify themselves...

Nothing can be achieved in
holiness in this generation if you
don’t have the strength of the
heart of the Torah. Whoever
hears or learns something in
Chassidut immediately becomes
more purified, and over time
(after a few good years of toil
and perseverance), there will be
a significant and noticeable
difference between them and
those who don’t learn Chassidut.
Those who have the teachings
of the Mashiach are assured
that they won’t leave this
world without true and genuine
teshuvah that comes from the
heart and has the power to turn
even the worst sins into merits...

Shabbat Shalom !
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The Pathway...
1. Our parasha opens the book of
Vayikra, which deals mainly with the
laws of the sacrifices and the laws that
were practiced while the Temple
existed. Even though the physical act of
offering up sacrifices isn’t done today,
we need to keep in mind that even today,
we have the work of the sacrifices !
There are several mitzvot that when
someone performs them, it’s considered

as if they offered up a sacrifice !
2. First and foremost, when someone
manages to get rid of their forbidden
desires and to perfect their character
traits, it’s considered as a real sacrifice !
The reason for this is that the trait of
humility is the basis of all the sacrifices,
as can be learned from the fact that of all
the animals that are kosher for eating,
Hashem chose only sheep and cattle to
be sacrificed on the altar because by
nature these animals are humble and
submissive to their owners. Also, of all
the hundreds of birds that are kosher to
eat, Hashem chose only doves and
pigeons to be sacrificed on the altar
because they’re the humblest and most

submissive of all the birds.
3. So too, the main action of the
sacrifice and the atonement brought
about by them to the person bringing it
is done precisely by the humility and
humbleness of the person at the time

that they’re offering the sacrifice on
the altar. Therefore, the whole matter
of the sacrifices opens with the verse,
“And He called to Moshe” - To teach
us that attaining humility and modesty
is the purpose and goal of all the
sacrifices. Additionally, by beginning
the subject of the sacrifices with the
verse “And He called to Moshe,” the
Torah comes to teach us that even in
exile, when the Temple still hasn’t
been built, and we can’t offer up any
sacrifices, Hashem, nonetheless,
considers it as if we offered sacrifices
before Him when we act with humility.
4.Furthermore, those who truly want to
attain the crown of Torah and have
everything they learn be remembered
must cling to the attributes of modesty
and humility as tight as they can. Only
through these traits does Hashem help
you acquire His Torah. As chazal said,
“If someone makes themselves like a
desert in which everyone steps on, the

Torah is given to them as a gift.”
5. Even though the work of the
sacrifices is exalted and beyond our
understanding, and through them, all the
worlds receive an abundance of light,
life, and blessing, Torah study is still
many times loftier and more important,
and even more so, the Torah study of
many people together ! Our sages said,
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“Talmud Torah Keneg Kulam” (The
study of Torah is equal to them all) - Whoever
wants to truly have good and deep roots
must make sure that they don’t distance
themselves from the Torah for even a
second. It’s worth always remembering
that Talmud Torah is equal to them all –
To all the mitzvot in the Torah. When
someone studies Torah, apart from the
very knowledge that they acquire, the
main benefit they receive is that they
know how to observe the rest of the
mitzvot. Those who study Torah know
how to actually observe the mitzvot,
those who don’t study Torah, don’t...

6. Every person must expand their
knowledge of the Torah, both in
proficiency and in depth, and in the
end, they’ll achieve everything.
Someone who spends their time in the
Beit Midrash will surely be destined
for great things. Don’t forget, only
through the Torah can perfection be
achieved. We must spend as much of
our time as we can in Torah study, in
giving tzedakah, and in Ahavat Israel.
Our job in this world is to do a lot of

good, to stay strong, never give up on
prayer, and in no way whatsoever

miss out on learning Torah...
7. In our generation, all progress
forward, even minimal, is worth a lot in
heaven. Our generation is full of
temptations, lusts, and immorality
which aren’t even always dependent on
us. The majority comes from outside.
You don’t even truly want a part of it.
Exactly for this reason, if someone
comes to you and says it’s difficult to
draw near to Hashem in this generation,
you should immediately tell them that
they’re wrong and that exactly in this
generation, even the little that is done is
considered a lot relative to the previous
generations, and therefore it’s now
easier to draw close to Hashem. Even if
you’re in a spiritual fall, don’t remain
complacent. Immediately rise again
and continue forward, as the saying
goes, “Even when I fall, I rise again”
(Micha 7:8). Never accept the situation
you’re in. Instead, embrace change and

constantly move forward.
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