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All In The Merit Of A Tzaddik

Rebbe Yaakov Itzchak, the
Chozeh of Lublin, sat at
his table, surrounded by his
chassidim, talking to them about

the importance of connecting
with a tzaddik.

During the conversation, he
recounted the following story...

There was once a simple
villager, an innocent, uneducated
man, who would make a living
by distilling wine. He owned a
huge metal pot in which he would
pour the wine and a sizeable
burner in order to boil it. After he
finished distilling the wine, he
would sell the brandy to the

gentile peasants of the village.

On occasion, the pot and
burner would wear out and break,
leaving him unable to distill the
wine for his livelihood. When
this happened, he would travel to
Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk,
and the Rebbe would advise him

on how to repair them. The
Rebbe would instruct him, for
example, where and how to insert
a screw, and the villager would
follow his instructions precisely,
and indeed he would always
succeed in repairing the broken
pot and burner.

He would then have no
disruptions in distilling the wine
for about a year, and then the
pot or burner would break down
again. He would thus travel yet
again to his Rebbe for advice on

repairing them, and so on.

For many years the villager
would travel to Rebbe Elimelech
of Lizhensk and ask anything he
had on his mind, whether trivial
or significant, and accepted the
Rebbe’s words without questions.

Later on, Rebbe Elimelech
passed away, and a short while
after, the villager arrived in the

next world as well.
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After his death, the villager
was immersed in the world of
imagination. It seemed to him that
he was still alive and running his
business as usual, distilling wine
and selling it to the gentile
peasants. Then, the pot and burner
broke down, and he wanted to
travel to Rebbe Elimelech to ask
him what to do. However, around
him stood destructive angels who
seemed to him as if they were his
sons, and they tried to dissuade
him from going to the Rebbe,
saying, “We’ll tell you how to
repair them. Why travel all the

way to Rebbe Elimelech ?”

The destructive angels explained
to him how to repair the pot and
burner, but after a day or two,
they broke down again. Now,
the villager’s desire to see the
Rebbe increased even more. But
yet again, his “sons” prevented
him from doing so and repaired
the pot and burner themselves.
Nevertheless, the repair lasted

only a short time...

The villager longed to visit
Rebbe Elimelech, and each time
the pot and burner broke down, his

yearning increased all the more.
The destructive angels, disguised
as his sons, tried to prevent him
from going to the Rebbe with all
their might. They fought with him
constantly not to go... But at some
point, he had it, “I’'m the boss here !
I’m going to the Rebbe ! Whoever
doesn’t agree can leave !”

In heaven, they didn’t know
what to do. How would he
visit Rebbe Elimelech if he
had already passed away? After
tumultuous deliberations in the
Heavenly Court, they ruled that
he must be allowed to go to
his Rebbe, because when he was
alive, he would constantly visit
the Rebbe and ask for advice on
every matter, whether trivial or
significant, thus, after his death,
he must be allowed to visit him

as well.

Afterwards, the villager
seemed to be traveling to Rebbe
Elimelech until he reached his
awaited destination and stood

before the Rebbe.

“Rebbe, my pot and burner
broke down. What should I
do ?” asked the villager.
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“Oy !”RebbeFElimelechscolded
him. “You passed away... You’re
in Olam Haba !”

After the Rebbe proved to him
that he was indeed in the world of
truth, the villager realized what
situation he was in and began to
weep bitterly, “I’'m afraid to leave !
Who knows what the destructive
angels will do to me ! I'm afraid of
the fire of gehinom, which they’ll

surely lead me to !”

“Since you’ve already come
here,” Rebbe Elimelech replied,
“just stay here with me and

don’t leave...”

Thus, the villager remained
with Rebbe Elimelech in that
lofty place in heaven, and
despite being a simple man, he
was privileged to bask in the

glory of the Shechina, along
with the rest of the tzaddikim. He
merited all this simply because
he constantly visited his Rebbe
to ask for advice on anything and
everything he needed...

“And for the destructive
angels...” the Chozeh of Lublin
ended the story, “They’re still
waiting outside for him to this day...

The closeness to the tzaddikim
and the emuna in them is the
remedy for all the ailments of the
soul. The tikkun for a metzora,
who because of their sins is banned
from all the boundaries of
kedusha, is to draw close to true
tzaddikim, as it’s written, “When
an affliction of tzaraat develops on
a person, they shall be brought to
the Kohen” (Vayikra 13:9), and we’ll
focus on this topic in our parasha...

Conflicting Angels

The Midrash states! that when
Hashem decided to create Adam
HaRishon, he summoned the

1. Bereshit Rabbah 8:5.
2. The verse says, “Elokim said let us make
man in our image, in our likeness” — Rashi

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

guardian angels and said to them, “I
want to consult with you whether to
create human beings or not.”2

comments that although the angels didn’t
assist Hashem in forming Adam HaRishon,
and although the use of the plural may give
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In response, the ministering
angels formed themselves into
groups, some of them saying,
“Don’tcreate him !” While others
advised, “Let him be created !”

David HaMelech described
the controversy and turmoil that
took place in the higher worlds at
the time as such, “Kindness and
truth clashed. Righteousness and
peace collided. Let truth sprout
from the earth” (Tehillim 85:11-12)...

“Kindness and truth clashed”
— the angels of kindness said, “Let
him be created, for he will perform
acts of kindness! The angels of

truth answered, “Don’t create him,
for he is full of falsehood !”

“Righteousness and peace
collided” - the angels of
righteousness said, “Let him be
created, for he will perform
righteous deeds !” The angels of

heretics an opening to argue in favor of
their own views, the verse doesn’t refrain
from teaching proper conduct and the virtue
of humbleness, that is, that the greater
should consult and take permission from
the simpler... For had it been written, “I
shall make man,” we wouldn’t have learned

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

peace said, “Don’t create him,
for he is full of strife!”

What did Hashem do? He
took truth and cast it to the ground,
as it says, “Let truth be cast to the
earth” (Daniel 8:12). The ministering
angels said before Hashem,
“Master of the universe, why do
You shame Your seal ?2 Let Truth
arise from the earth !” Thus it says,

“Let truth sprout from the earth.”

Rabbi Moshe Schick explained
the Midrash as follows...4

The angels that opposed the
creation of man claimed, “As we
understand, You want to create
man, made of flesh and blood, and
give him Your holy Torah so that
he’ll serve You. In our eyes, this is
absolutely ridiculous ! To take the
holy Torah that preceded the world
and was written in white fire on
black fire and hand it over to flesh

that Hashem consulted with the angels, but
decided by Himself...

3. Truth is the seal of Hashem... See
Shabbat 55a.

4. Derashot Maharam Schick (vol. 1,
Derush 75).
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and blood who engage in eating,
drinking, and other material
activities ? ! Don’t defile the Torah,
leave it with us, the angels, for we
are all holy and pure and have no
yetzer hara (evil inclination)! With
us, the Torah will remain in its full
honor and holiness !

Hashem then revealed to
them, “The whole purpose in Me
creating the world was to expand
the boundaries of kedusha... that
the mundane become holy, and
the holy become holy of holies.

You can’t complete this task, for
you have no part in the mundane !
I desire to create a world in
which the divine light is hidden,
and an uncertain reality will rule.
[ will create human beings with a
yetzer hara. 1 will then cast the
Torah down to the lowly world
(“Let truth be cast to the earth”), and
through its power, humans will
purify the world and raise it from
the mundane to the holy, and
from the holy to the holy of
holies... thus fulfilling, “Let truth
sprout from the earth.”

It All Began With The Snake

On the sixth day of creation,
man was created. He glowed an
immense light and had no yetzer
hara within him.> Hashem
brought him into Gan Eden, the
wondrous place where holiness
and divine life forces are revealed.

However, since Hashem desires
man’s avodah, He created the
forces of evil to test him...
Nonetheless, the forces of evil
were not intertwined with kedusha,

and they knew their place...

5. See Noam Elimelech (Parashat Tazria).

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

The forces of evil sat
in their terrain and thought,
“How do we get out of our
confinement and conquer more
territory, expanding the borders

of impurity in the world ?”

While they were searching for
an answer, suddenly, they set their
eyes on an honorable creature,
walking among the trees, whose
personality radiated with charm...
“What’s your name ?” they asked
him. “Snake!” he replied. The
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forces of evil said to him, “You
look like you possess the ability to
persuade as well as great
communication skills. Maybe you
can help us ?” The snake agreed !¢

He approached Chava and
began to speak to her with his
enchanting words... As Chava
became more convinced by his
appealing words, the snake then
spoke lashon hara (slander) about
Hashem, saying, “You know that
the Creator ate from the Tree of
Knowledge, and through its
power He created you. That’s the
reason He forbade you from
eating from it. He wants to prevent

you from reaching His level...”

The Midrash says’ that the
primordial snake spoke just like
a human. Since Adam and
Chava didn’t want to eat from
the tree, he began to speak
lashon hara about Hashem. He
said to them, “Hashem ate from
this tree and created the world,
and He commanded you not to
eat from it so that you won’t be
able to create another world...”

Chava then gave in... Adam
and Chava ate from the tree,
and at that moment, the
forces of evil escaped their
confinement and conquered new
territory from the boundaries of

kedusha...

A Damaged World

The storm created by the
snake had passed... and Adam and

6. The ministering angels said, “If we
don’t plot against Adam so that he sins, we
won’t be able to prevail against him...
What did the satan do ? He took a group of
evil forces and descended and observed all
the creatures which Hashem had created
in His world, and he found among them
none so skilled to do evil as the snake, as it
says, “The snake was more cunning than

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

Chava hurried to find a place to
hide...

any beast of the field” (Bereshit 3:1)... All the
deeds which the snake did, and all the
words which it spoke, were none other
than from the influence of the satan... and
of the snake, it’s said, “The wicked man is
cast down by his own evil” (Mishlei 14:32).

- Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer (Ch. 13).
7. Devarim Rabbah 5:10.
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Hashem then appeared to
them and explicitly explained to
them the damages of their actions...

The snake who spoke
lashon hara was punished with
eternal tzaraat,® and therefore

8. See Midrash Tanchuma (Parashat
Metzora, 2)

9. One of the most prolific Halachic
commentaries after the Shulchan Aruch is
Rabbi Mordechai Yaffe’s Levush
Malchut. He named each of his books after
another garment... Levush Techelet,
Levush Ateret Zahav, etc., and prefaces his
work by writing, “Thus says the tailor.”

It’s widely known that he named his books
after the royal garments of Mordechai
HaTzaddik, as the verse says, “Mordechai
went out from before the king in royal attire
of blue and white” (Ester 8:15). Less known,
however, is the story of his self-sacrifice as
a young man, because of which he merited
to write these monumental works...

True to his family name, Yaffe,

meaning beautiful in Hebrew, Rabbi

Mordechai exhibited an extraordinarily
handsome and noble appearance.

On one occasion, Rabbi Mordechai
frequented the marketplace to purchase
some necessities. The vendor was a
beautiful woman who supervised her stand.
Overcome by his appearance, she tried to
seduce him the way Potiphar’s wife

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

was banned from the boundaries
of kedusha forever !9

Adam and Chava, who ate
from the Tree of Knowledge,
were punished by having their
previous bodies, which shone a

attempted to seduce Yosef HaTzaddik. The
war against the yetzer hara was difficult,
but Rabbi Mordechai regained his
composure, closed his eyes, and then made
the instantaneous decision to flee. He
mustered all his strength and began to run.
There was only one problem... He had
nowhere to go. She blocked his exit, and
the other direction wasn’t any better, for it
was blocked by a pool of raw sewage.
Without hesitating for a moment, Rabbi
Mordechai Yaffe plunged into the sewer.
All ten layers of his fine clothing became
completely soiled by the putrid wastewater.

Rabbi Mordechai wasn’t troubled at all,

and his horrid stench didn’t distress him.

He was overcome with joy that he was

able to display self-sacrifice for the sake

of Hashem. He was grateful to Hashem

that he overcame the terrible temptation
and didn’t defile his pure soul.

Rabbi Mordechai raised his eyes to
heaven and made a heartfelt plea, “My
family is called Yaffe, and we are
blessed with beautiful features. May my
descendants for the next ten generations
not face the same trial and tribulations
that I was forced to go through !”
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tremendous, sublime, divine light
were covered with the skin of the
snake, and through its power, lusts
and bad middot rule over humans !

HaRav Yoram Michael Abargel
zt”l  writes® that we are
constantly tested by the yetzer
hara, for it exists within us. The
Zohar says!! that our skin today
is the primordial "=1m7 RIYN”

(snake’s skin).

Since that day, when the snake
contaminated Chava, three kelipot
were formed within every person...

Kelipat HaNachash (the
kelipah of the snake) — This
cause a lust for women.

From that day on, the gates of Torah,
Halacha, and Kabbalah opened up for
Rabbi Mordechai Yaffe. It was decreed in
heaven that by virtue of the ten garments
that he soiled for the sake of Hashem, he
will merit composing an all-encompassing
work of Halacha, which he entitled
Levush Malchut, meaning “Royal Attire.”

A short while later, that same woman
came to the Beit Midrash where Rabbi
Mordechai would learn, and her entire
body was covered in severe tzaraat.
She began crying profusely to Rabbi

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

Kelipat HaChamor (the
kelipah of the donkey) — This causes
lust for materiality and laziness.
The donkey never smiles because
it’s constantly immersed in
materiality,  diminishing its

strength.

Kelipat HaShor (the kelipah
of the bull) — This causes lust for
wealth, control, etc.

Therefore, the word "wny
(snake) is an acronym for:
MY - w oD - oYM - L
These three kelipot are very
harmful and make sure not to let
someone attain anything in Avodat

Hashem...

Mordechai, asking for his forgiveness
for what she had done before all the
people in the Beit Midrash.

Rabbi Mordechai said to her, “I waited
my whole life for a day where I could
sanctify Hashem’s name in public. You
gave me the chance. Don’t worry, I
forgive you wholeheartedly, and I bless
you that you’ll be healed completely
from your tzaraat!” And so it was...

10. Betzur Yarum (Ch. 47, p. 10).

11. Tikkunei Zohar 139b.
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A person controlled by these
kelipot has a very difficult time in

their Avodat Hashem. They always
feel like they’re completely lost...

Guarding Our Gift

Before we continue with the
course of generations, we’ll
bring a parable that the Chafetz
Chaim was accustomed to
telling to illustrate how great the
obligation to guard our mouths
truly is. Perhaps we’ll then
understand a bit of the colossal

damage caused by the snake...

A man entered a factory
containing 248 machines in one
huge hall. After the man observed
the place, he noticed that one
machine was different than all the
others. It was heavily guarded,
and no workers nor visitors were
allowed to approach it unless

they had special permission.

The man asked for an
explanation, and was told that

the machine had a unique role. It
operates all the other machines
in the factory... If that machine
malfunctioned, even in the
slightest, all the other machines
would instantly halt, and the
factory would be at a stand-still.

The 248 machines are the
248 positive mitzvot that we
were commanded to fulfill. The
machine, which must be heavily
guarded, is the power of speech
instilled within us. Life and death
are in the power of our mouths.
Someone who desires life must
guard their mouth from evil. The
power of speech is the greatest
gift that Hashem has given us,
and we must guard it carefully
like a rare, precious diamond...*2

The Egyptian Conquest

The forces of evil conquered
vast parts of kedusha and
dividled them among the

12. Moreshet Avot (Devarim, p. 145).

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

nations of the world, most
falling into the hands of the
Egyptians...
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Rebbe Shmuel Borenstein, the
Sochatchover Rebbe, writes!3 that
the word 7o»xgn” (Egypt) comes
from the word 71¥n” (boundary), for
Egypt was the closest to the
boundary of kedusha. Thus, when
the territories of kedusha were
conquered, Egypt seized the largest
portion and used its power to
commit evil to the greatest extent.

Eliyahu HaNavi said'4 that
when Am Israel descended
to Egypt, the Egyptians ruled
the entire world. They were
completely filthy from all the
sins they performed. There was
no other nation in the world that
was immersed in sin as they
were. They were immersed in
sorcery, lewdness, and all other

evil deeds imaginable...

For that reason, Hashem
wanted Am Israel to exile to Egypt
in order to achieve two things...

1. To recapture the sparks of
good that fell into Egypt and return
them to the territory of kedusha.

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

2. To purify them from the
evil attached to them, which
would be achieved by the
Egyptians extracting the impurity
from Am Israel. Therefore,
Hashem let the Egyptians

enslave them with hard labor.

The Ohr HaChaim writes, !
“The more they (the Egyptians)
oppressed them (Am Israel), the
more they (Am Israel) increased
and broke forth, and they (the
Egyptians) came to loathe Bnei
Israel” (Shemot 1:12). The Zohar6
explains the verse, “There’s a
time when man rules over
another to his detriment” (Kohelet
8:9) — Through oppression and
suffering, the sparks of good
will be separated from evil and
return to the territory of good.
Likewise, the sparks of evil will
be separated from the good and
return to the territory of evil...
“They broke forth” — The sparks
of evil that were attached to Am
Israel “broke forth” from them,
and this was the purification that

13. Shem MiShmuel (Haggadah Shel Pesach, p. 12).

14. Tanna Devei Eliyahu Rabbah (Ch. 7).

15. Shemot 1:12.
16. Mishpatim 95b.
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Hashem purified them in the iron
crucible of Egypt.

The process of redemption

from Egypt consisted of

several  stages. One  of

the stages of redemption

was what we call Shabbat
HaGadol...

Shabbat HaGadol

The following is an excerpt
from our book Imrei Noam by
HaRav Yoram Michael Abargel...1”

The Shabbat before Pesach
is called Shabbat HaGadol,
meaning the Great Shabbat. On
this Shabbat, we celebrate the
great miracle that happened to

Am Israel while in Egypt.'8

We have a tradition from
our sages that Am Israel left
Egypt on the 15th of Nisan,
which was on a Thursday. On
the preceding Shabbat, the 10th
of Nisan, Hashem commanded
every man to take a lamb for
their household on Erev Pesach
and offer it as a Korban Pesach.

After Am Israel did so, the
Egyptians gathered and asked
them why they were bringing

17. Imrei Noam (Pesach, Maamar 1).
18. See Tosafot on Shabbat 87b.

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

these lambs, one of their gods,
into their homes. They answered,
“This is the Pesach offering
before Hashem, who will soon
kill every Egyptian firstborn.
Therefore, we were commanded
to place the blood of this offering
on the two doorposts and lintel so
that the destroyer won’t harm us.”

When the Egyptian firstborns
heard this, they immediately
approached their parents and
Pharaoh and demanded to free Am
Israel so that they wouldn’t die.
After their request was denied, the
firstborns started a bloody civil
war, and a vast portion of the
Egyptian population was killed. In
fact, more Egyptians were killed
on that Shabbat than the number
of Egyptians who died during the

plague on Pesach night.
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Angered at the Jews for being
the cause of their war, many
Egyptians armed themselves with
swords and set off to obliterate the
Jews in revenge, chas v’shalom.
However, Hashem, in His great
mercy, protected Am Israel from
the gentiles, as He has done

throughout history. He brought

many illnesses on the Egyptians,

causing them to retreat, and thus,
Am Israel was saved.

This great miracle is
why we always «call the
Shabbat before Pesach, Shabbat

HaGadol.

Repairing The Snake Skin

Following the sin of Adam
HaRishon, his glowing skin was
covered with the xm7 XdWn
(snake skin), and by means of
the grueling oppression of Am
Israel, the Egyptians extracted

its contamination.

Rebbe Meir Horowitz, the
Dzikover Rebbe, writes®® that there
are ten powers in the soul of a Jew,
and the snake’s contamination
obscured them all. It was decreed
on Am Israel to be enslaved in
Egypt for 400 years, which is the
gematria of »yq¥n” (metzora), in
order to purify the snake’s skin that
covered their bodies (for the snake

was afflicted with tzaraat).

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

After Am Israel’s purification
process ended, all the forces of the
snake had to be destroyed, and
thus Hashem struck the Egyptians
nine times, each blow uncovering
one power of the soul and

removing all contamination.

This ended with the plague
of darkness...

After the plague of darkness
concluded, Moshe Rabbeinu
approached Am Israel and said
to them... This coming Shabbat,
“Take (oyn) or purchase for
yourselves (3 ampn a lamb for
your families and slaughter it as
a Pesach offering” (Shemot 12:21)
— Know, that in another four

19. Imrei Noam (Shabbat HaGadol, Maamar 16).
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days, Hashem will come down
to Egypt and strike all the
Egyptian firstborns, and at that
time, a sublime, holy light of
renewal will be revealed... And
through the power of that great
revelation of kedusha, the
greatest force of evil, the head of
the snake, will surrender... And
all the contamination of the
snake’s skin will be transmitted
to the Egyptians...

This is implied by the words,
»02% inp» — which together have
the gematria of 210, the number
of years Am Israel were in

Egypt, and the word »>wn”
alludes to the x1m7 ®oWn.

That is, by sacrificing the
Pesach offering after the 210
years that they were in Egypt,
they would perform a tikkun for
the ®1m7 xown —the snake’s skin !

Thus, we find that on that
Shabbat, the preparation to strike
the head of the snake had begun...
Every year on this Shabbat, that
same sublime light returns and is
revealed, and therefore it’s called
Shabbat HaGadol, the Great
Shabbat, for on it, we strike the

greatest forces of evil...

Tikkun Olam

Am Israel left Egypt, and
Hashem commanded them regarding
the korbanot (sacrifices)...

Hashem wanted to expand
the boundaries of kedusha, thus
He commanded Bnei Israel to
offer korbanot of the tzomeach
and chai, thereby implementing
the kedusha throughout all of

creation.2

20. Derashot Maharam Schick (vol. 1,
Derush 75).

e Gd Wellspring of Wisdam GO~

HaRav Yoram Michael
Abargel said2* that when Adam
HaRishon sinned, in addition to
his self-decline, he also brought
down the totality of creation,
domem (inanimate), tzomeach
(vegetative), and chai (animals), as
well as the four elements of
which everything is composed

(Wind, fire, water, earth)...

21. Imrei Noam (Parashat Vayikra,
Maamar 10).
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But by means of sacrificing
the korbanot on the altar, all of
creation received its tikkun.

Earth — Through the altar
itself on which the korban is
offered. For the altar was made
of earth, “Make an earthen altar
for Me and slaughter your
burnt-offerings near it” (Shemot

20:21).

Water — Through the
oni7 T10°1  (pouring of the water)
ceremony on the altar during Chag

HaSukkot.

Wind — Through the pillar of
smoke that wasn’t overpowered
by any wind in the world.2

Fire — Through the continuous
fire that burnt on the altar.

Just as all the elements were
repaired through the korbanot,
so were the domem, tzomeach,

and chai.

Chai — Through the
sacrificing of animals (bulls,
sheep, doves, etc.)

22. Pirkei Avot 5:5.
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Tzomeach — Through the
food eaten by the sacrifices, which
derive from the tzomeach, as well
as through the 1717 710°3 (pouring of
the wine) which the Kohanim
would pour on the altar every day,
and through the mincha offering
which comprised of flour, olive
oil, and frankincense spice, for all

these are from the tzomeach.

Domem — Through the
korbanot of the animals, for
their food derives from the
tzomeach, whose source of
energy derives from the domem
(earth, sunlight, etc.), effectively
bringing about its tikkun as well.

Medaber (Human beings) —
Through the teshuva of the
person bringing the korban and
through the Kohanim who

would eat the korban.

We find that the korbanot
would elevate and bring all parts
of creation, together will all
their elements, closer to
Hashem, thus bringing creation
to its completion. Hence, it’s
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called "121p” (korban) - 1 -2
(bring closer to 1) — for the letter
’3 (50 in gematria) always indicates

completion (50 gates of binah,
50 years completes a yovel (jubilee),
etc.)...

Pride

The beginning of the Book
of Vayikra deals mainly with
korbanot, and later, in parashat
Shemini, the Torah cautions
Am Israel to eat with kedusha,
revealing to us how through
eating with kedusha, one can

ascend to endless heights.

Then, Hashem reveals Himself
to the holy brothers, Moshe and
Aharon, and says to them, “Am
Israel has ascended, level after
level, from separating the sparks
of good from Egypt and purifying
the snake’s skin, to sacrificing
korbanot, to sanctifying their way
of eating. Yet, 'm afraid that
because of the lofty level that
they’ve attained, they’ll fall into
the trap of ga’ava (pride), bringing

upon them tzaraat !

The verse says, “If someone
has on the skin of their flesh nxi
(se’et), Or N8O (sapachat), Or N2

23. Chassidim Mesaprim (Vol. 2, p. 6).
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(baheret), and it has become on
the skin of their flesh an
affliction of tzaraat, they shall
be brought to Aharon HaKohen,
or to one of his sons, the
Kohanim” (Vayikra 13:2).

Rebbe Shalom Shachna of
Prohovitch writes...2 “If someone
has on the skin of their flesh nx”
— from the word mxIng
(arrogance), “or nnao” — from the
word *1199 (include me, i.e., the desire
for respect), “or n7i712” — from the
word mia (brightness, .,
seemingly clean of sin), “they shall be
brought to Aharon HaKohen,” —to
heal him from his negative middot.

Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz said
that every sin is done through
action except for ga’ava.
Someone can lay on their bed, not
even moving a finger, and think to

themselves, “How great am I...”
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When the feeling of ga’ava
arises in someone’s heart, they
automatically begin searching for
faults in others... Then the door
to speaking lashon hara about
others is opened for them... Thus,
in order to stay away from this
terrible middah, we must be
aware that every time we see a
fault in another, it’s a sign that
the feeling of ga’ava has arisen

within us 124

In his famous letter to his
son, the Ramban writes...2

“I will explain to you how to
always behave humbly... Consider
everyone as greater than yourself.

If they are wise or wealthy, you
should give them respect. If they
are poor and you are wealthier or
wiser than they, consider yourself
to be guiltier than they, and that
they are more worthy than you, for
when they sin, it’s inadvertent,
while you act knowingly !”

When someone searches for
faults in others, they inevitably
fall into the terrible sin of Sinat

HaBeriyot (hatred of others) !

Therefore, every person
who wants to truly merit Ahavat
Israel must accustom themselves
to recognize the virtues and good

within every Jew.

The Virtue of Every Jew

HaRav Yoram Michael
Abargel zt”1 said...26

24. Rebbe Uri, The Strelisker Rebbe,
once recounted the following story...

On one of the occasions when I had the
privilege of praying with my rabbi, Rebbe
Shlomo Lutzker, I noticed that he
suddenly stopped in the middle of his
tefillah and went to immerse in the mikveh.

I asked him if he could explain to me
what that was all about, and he answered,
“In the middle of tefillah, a man entered
the synagogue, and the terrible stench of
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Our parasha opens with the
order of purity of one who

ga’ava wafted from him. Not just that,
but he saw himself as an exceedingly
humble person... And it’s known that
ga’ava impurifies in an ohel (aroofed place)
just as a corpse does. Thus, I went to
immerse in the mikveh to purify myself...

- Mekor Baruch (Parashat Beshalach, p. 94).
25. Iggeret HaRamban.

26. Imrei Noam (Parashat Metzora,
Maamar 2).
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received tzaraat. Chazal say that
tzaraat comes upon a person
because of the sin of Ilashon
hara... 7yax¥n” is a notarikon
(code) for ”y1 oy x°%in” (slander).?’

But what’s the internal
connection between the sin of
lashon hara and the punishment of
tzara’at that comes upon someone

who speaks lashon hara ?

We found a wonderful
explanation for this by Rebbe
Nachum of Chernobyl, who writes,
“Am Israel is very important in
Hashem’s eyes. All the worlds and
creations came into existence only
for their sake. Hashem has pleasure
from every Jew, even from
someone who sins, “Like a slice of
pomegranate ;np1 (are your cheeks)”
(Shir HaShirim 6:7) — Even the i
(empty one’s) among you, Israel, are
full of mitzvot like a pomegranate. 2

When someone speaks lashon
hara about a Jew, even if what

27. Vayikra Rabbah 16:2.
28. Brachot 57a.
29. Likutei Moharan I (Torah 17).
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they say is true, they rid Hashem
of His pleasure, and cause Him
sadness, “He was saddened in
His heart” (Bereshit 6:6), and turns
His 2y  (pleasure) into ¥i3
(affliction). ~ Therefore,  their
punishment is done measure for
measure, and tzaraat (affliction)
comes upon them.

We found similar words by
Rebbe Nachman of Breslov who
writes2 that the whole world was
created only for the sake of Am
Israel, as chazal say,® “In the
beginning (nwx12) Elokim created
the heavens and the earth” — The
thought of Am Israel, for whose
sake the world was created,
preceded the world, for they are
called noyxA (first), that is, Hashem
anticipated the glorification and
delight that He would receive
from Am Israel, “Israel, in whom
I will be glorified” (Yeshaya 49:3) —
and for this sake did He create the

entire world.

30. Bereshit Rabbah 1:4; Vayikra Rabbah 36:4.
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That is, every Jew, as they
are, is extremely important and
precious to Hashem, and He
loves them deeply and receives
great pleasure from them. But,
when, chas v’shalom, someone
speaks lashon hara about another
Jew, revealing a negative aspect
within them, they cause that
wonderful pleasure that Hashem
has from that Jew about whom
they spoke lashon hara to
cease for a moment and turns
Hashem’s 1y (pleasure) into ¥33
(affliction) and sadness. Therefore,
their punishment, measure for
measure, is that their x3v be turned
into vy, and afflictions come
upon them. Hashem knows very
well the state of His nation, and
yet He loves them and receives
great pleasure from their good
deeds. We must then be very
careful to only see the good
within every Jew and not mention

anything bad against them.

The Gemara says®' that even
when Am Israel sin, they are
nonetheless called children of

31. Kiddushin 36a.
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Hashem, as it says, “They are
foolish children” (Yirmiyahu 4:22).
Even if they have no emuna, they
are nonetheless called children of
Hashem, as it says, “Children in
whom there is no faithfulness”
(Devarim 32:20). Even if they
worship idols, they are nonetheless
called children of Hashem, as it
says, “A seed of evildoers...
corrupt children” (Yeshaya 1:4). Not
only are they called children of
Hashem, but they’re even called
good and loveable children, as it
says, “And instead of saying to
them, “You are not My people,’
they shall be called, Children of
the living G-d” (Hoshea 2:1).

The Baal Shem Tov was
accustomed to say that Hashem
loves every Jew, even the most
sinful person among Am Israel,
just as parents love their only child
born to them after many years of
waiting. In truth, with all due
respect to the love of those parents
for their only child, their love still
doesn’t even come close to the
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love that Hashem has even for the
most sinful person in Am Israel...

Only outwardly do Am Israel
sometimes look not so good, but
in the heart of every Jew, whoever
they may be, exists a precious,
pure neshama. The neshama of a
Jew is like a diamond. A diamond
remains a diamond no matter
what, even if it’s completely
covered in dirt. All you have to do
is pick it up and remove it from
the filth, clean it off with water,
and soon enough, it’ll shine like
before... Therefore, it is fitting to
look upon every Jew with a good

eye and seek their wellbeing.

Every person must purify
their heart of any feeling of
hatred towards any Jew so that
Hashem will agree to rest His
Shechina upon them. We have to
remember that anyone who hates
another Jew consequently hates

Hashem, for He created them.

HaRav Chaim Vital says®
that while regarding other sins, one

32. Shaarei Kedusha (Part 2, Ch. 4).
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only transgresses them at the time
of actual transgression. However,
this isn’t so regarding baseless
hatred, which constantly exists in
one’s heart. At every moment, they
transgress the prohibition, “You
shall not hate your brother in your
heart” (Vayikra 19:17), and too do
they neglect the positive mitzvah,
“You shall love your fellow as
yourself” (Vayikra 19:18).

Someone who has true
Ahavat Israel, even towards
those who don’t walk in the
way of Hashem, will always
have children who follow in
their paths. In contrast, someone
who has hatred against other
Jews, over time, their children
will also leave the path of the

Torah...

I witnessed with my own eyes
how some rabbis, whose method it
was to scorn Jews who don’t fulfill
Torah and mitzvot, had all their
children leave the way of Hashem
in the end. For in the same measure
that someone behaves towards
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Hashem’s children does Hashem
behave towards their children.

If by divine providence you
happened to see a Jew doing
something they shouldn’t be,
instead of looking at them with
negatively, have mercy on them and
say to yourself, “It’s such a pity that
this precious neshama is getting
lost...” Cry for them and pray to
Hashem from the bottom of your
heart that He have mercy on them
and draw them back closer to Him.

When you pray for them
wholeheartedly, Hashem will
surely hear your tefillah, for the
entire  Jewish  people are
considered guarantors for one
another. But if you don’t pray for
them, if chas v’shalom your dear
child’s spirituality deteriorates
and they go down the wrong path,
there’ll be no one to pray for them
either. If you want others to pray
for your children, you must pray

for the children of others...

We must also instill this way
of thinking in our children. We

33. HaYom Yom (27th of Cheshvan).
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must teach them that it’s forbidden
to hate another Jew, no matter who
they are, and that we’re obligated
to have compassion for those who
are still far from the path of Torah
and mitzvot. In this merit,
Hashem’s mercy will never cease
shining upon us.

There is a rule in heaven...®
Love your fellow Jew, and
Hashem will love you. Do acts of
kindness for your fellow Jew, and
Hashem will do acts of kindness
for you. Bring your fellow Jew
closer to Hashem, and Hashem

will bring you closer to Him.

In other words, when a Jew’s
prayer arrives in  heaven
concerning their spouse, their
children, their siblings, etc., they
don’t check if they’re talmidei
chachamim, they don’t check if
they have mezuzot on their doors,
they don’t check if they have long
bears. Instead, the first thing they
check is if they have Ahavat Israel.
And, if heaven finds that they do in
fact have true Ahavat Israel,
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Hashem will accept all their tefillot
willingly, fulfill all their requests,

and pour down grace, kindness,
mercy, and success upon them...

Sometimes It’s Better To Be A Worm

Nothing in this world is
perfect. Everything needs a tikkun
(repair). All sorts of problems and
troubles exist in this world, and
one of them are people who

speak lashon hara...

HaRav Yoram Michael Abargel
zt”] writes34 that the main idea
learned from parashot Tazria and
Metzora is how worthwhile it is
for every person to instill in
their heart and in the hearts of
their family the precious quality
of Shemirat HaLashon (guarding
one’s tongue), and to accustom
themselves and their family
members not to speak ill about

any Jew.

In the merit of this quality,
the Shechina will rest in their
homes, and they’ll be protected
from all harm and will see
wonderful ~ Siata  Dishmaya
(assistant from heaven) in everything

34. Imrei Noam (Parashat Metzora, Maamar 4).
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they do, and especially in the
matter of Chinuch HaYeladim
(raising their children).

These two parashot come
right after Parashat Shemini,
which speaks of the prohibition
of eating forbidden foods, to
imply to us that just as we have to
be cautious about what we put in
our mouths, so too, and even
more so, must we be careful about

what comes out of our mouths.

Sadly, there are people who
go to extreme measures to check
their food and make sure not
to eat anything unkosher, yet,
at the very same time, without
even noticing, they “eat” entire
humans ! They speak lashon hara
about others, embarrass others,
slander their reputation, shed their
blood, essentially “eating” them
alive. Therefore, these parashot
come right after Parashat Shemini,
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to imply to those people that just as
they are extremely careful not to
eat anything unkosher, in the same
way, and even more so, should
they be careful not to eat humans...

HaRav Raphael Kadir Tzaban
zt”l thus humorously explained
the words of David HaMelech,
“’'m a worm, and not a man”
(Tehillim 22:7) — You guys are
careful about the prohibition of
eating worms, and only about
eating human beings are you not
careful. Therefore, I ask that you
leave me alone and stop eating me
alive because “I’m a worm, and
not a man,” and after all, you all
keep kosher and don’t eat worms.

In order to understand the
severity of the prohibition of
lashon hara, the Chafetz Chaim
listed seventeen negative mitzvot
and fourteen positive mitzvot that
someone accustomed to speaking
lashon hara transgresses, as well
as brings upon themselves three
curses that are explicitly written

about them in the Torah.

G Wellspring of Wisdem GOo-

No matter how much they
learn Torah or pray with kavana,
nothing will help them, for every
time they speak lashon hara
about a Jew, impure spiritual
dust gets scattered on all the
pages of Gemara that they learn
and on all the pages of the siddur
from which they pray, and every
word they utter of Torah study
or prayer is immediately
polluted by this impure dust, and
when the words rise before
Hashem, they’re immediately
rejected and thrown away
because they’re covered in filth.

These are the holy words of
the Chafetz Chaim...35

It’s known that the mitzvot
that one fulfills create precious
garments for the neshama when
it returns to heaven... It’s also
known that by speaking lashon
hara, an impure spirit is drawn to
all the words of kedusha that a
person speaks afterwards, and all
those holy words don’t stand for
them as merits in the end... Thus,
if one speaks lashon hara and

35. Shemirat Hal.ashon (Part 2, Parashat Tazria - Metzora).
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then fulfills the positive mitzvah
of reciting Keriyat Shema or of
praying or of reciting Birkat
HaMazon, or any other bracha
of the one hundred daily
brachot, which certainly create
garments for the soul, those
mitzvot are immediately spoiled
and are no longer fit to clothe the
soul, for the words of lashon
hara drew upon them an impure
spirit and tainted them, resulting
in them not standing as merits for
the one who spoke lashon hara...

Everyone should make a
great effort to guard their tongue

and not speak lashon hara
about any Jew. Every person
should know that this is the
key to success in all areas of
life, both in the material, such
as blessing in one’s livelihood,
health, marriage, etc. and in
the spiritual, such as success
in Torah study and growing in
Avodat Hashem. And more than
anything, parents who are careful
in guarding their tongues will
have an easier time and immense
Siyata Dishmaya in raising their
children, and they’ll surely see the
fruits of their labor.

The Source Of All Sin

Rebbe Eliezer Shlomo Schik,
the Moharosh, writes3 that the
reason someone sins is because
they separate themselves from
Hashem, for if we would constantly
think about the absolute truth of
His reality, and how without
Hashem, there’s no existence, we

wouldn’t be able to sin.

When we merit feeling
Hashem’s presence, and how in

36. Sfat HaNachal (Likutei Moharan I 4:3).
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every movement that we make,

He is there with us, we surely

wouldn’t be able to sin. Who

could sin knowing that Hashem

is standing over them, watching
their every move ? !

This knowledge should seep
into our hearts and create within
us a feeling of true humility
before Hashem. Through this
humility, we can attain the
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wisdom of the Torah, as it
can wisdom be found) (Iyov 28:12),
»PR1” (also meaning “nothingness,”
turning the verse into, “Wisdom is
found where there is nothingness”) —
By nullifying yourself entirely
to Hashem, you can attain the
wisdom of the Torah...

But, when the feeling of
ga’ava creeps up within someone,
Hashem distances Himself from
them, as the Gemara says,¥
“Anyone who has arrogance
within them, it’s considered as if

they worship idols...”

By separating themselves from
Hashem, they then fall into terrible
sins... They therefore have no
enjoyment in life and constantly
have an unpleasant, bitter feeling
within them... Good turns into bad,
and sweetness turns into bitterness.

And then, when everything
is bitter to them, they walk
around with constant fear and
confusion, broken and depressed,
disappointed and full of despair,
until their whole life tastes
bitter and they wait for their
death, rachmana litzlan, for
“the wicked are called dead in
their lifetime,”2® and all because
they separated themselves from

Hashem.

And all this is caused by the
ga’ava that entered their hearts, for
the removal of the Shechina is
caused through ga’ava, which then
Hashem says, “He and I cannot
dwell together in the same world.”

Simply, for every sin that
someone commits, there is
ga’ava hidden within them

causing that sin...

The Remedy

Hashem goes on to say to
Moshe and Aaron, “The remedy

37. Sotah 4b.
38. Brachot 18b.
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for all afflictions is the submission
to the tzaddikim of the generation.”

39. Arachin 15b... The Gemara says that the removal of the Shechina is also caused
by lashon hara.
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Thus the end of the verse says,

“they shall be brought to Aharon

HaKohen, or to one of his sons, the
Kohanim” (Vayikra 13:2).

The remedy for all ailments of
the soul is to be close to the
talmidei chachamim and tzaddikim
of the generation,% and by doing
so, we can be cleansed from all

our sins.4

Rebbe Shlomo HaKohen
Rabinovitch of Radomsk zt”l
writes#? that today, the primary
aspect of Avodat Hashem is
to cling to the tzaddikim,
every person according to their

40. The Ben Ish Chai (Derashot, Parashat
Naso) writes that every great chacham of his
generation is called by the name “Kohen”
which is a term of importance, such as,
“The sons of David were Kohanim” (Shmuel
II 8:18), and, “Irah, the Yairi, was also a
Kohen for David” (Ibid. 20:26). Moreover,
the chacham engages in Torah, which is in
place of the work of the Kohen...

41. Rebbe Asher of Stolin would say the

following on the verse, “...an affliction of

tzaraat, they shall be brought to Aharon
HaKohen” (Vayikra 13:2)...

There are some chassidim who, when
they visit their Rebbe, try to look like
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abilities. And, when someone

merits true closeness to talmidei

chachamim and tzaddikim, they
merit eternal salvation !

Rebbe Nachman of Breslov,
in his book Likutei Moharan
writes...4

“The king’s wrath is a
messenger of death, but a wise man
(chacham) can appease it” (Mishlei
16:14). “The king’s wrath is a
messenger of death” — The wrath of
Hashem is for the sake of His
Kingship that has been debased
through one’s sins, “but a wise man
(chacham) can appease it” — A talmid

they’re Yirei Shamayim and are perfect
in every good middah and cover up
their shortcomings.

But I, while sitting next to my teacher,
Rebbe Shlomo of Karlin, would hide
all my good deeds from him. I would
behave naturally and try to show him
my shortcomings, as it says, “The
Kohen shall see it” (ibid. verse 3) —
This is how one gets healed by the
tzaddik.

- Reshimot Devarim (Vol. 4, p. 255).
42. Tiferet Shlomo (Parashat Nitzavim).

43. Likutei Moharan I (Torah 4).
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chacham, the aspect of Moshe
Rabbeinu, will atone for the sinner.

The Moharosh explains* that
the sin of the golden calf caused the
descent of the Malchut DeKedusha
(Holy Kingdom) into exile, and they
transgressed, “You shall not have
any other gods” (Shemot 20:3), and
by means of this sin, they caused
death to come upon them, as it
says, “I said you are angels, and
that all of you children of the Most
High” (Tehillim 82:6) [which was
said at the Giving of the Torah],
“But, like Adam, you will die, and
as one of the princes will you fall”
(Ibid. verse 7) [which was said at the

sin of the golden calf].

And, through the fact that
Moshe Rabbeinu merited nullifying
himself completely befor the
Hashem, it was in his power
to influence Hashem to forgive
Am Israel. Moshe brought the

44, Sfat HaNachal (Likutei Moharan I 4:3).
45. Tanna Devei Eliyahu Rabbah (Ch. 6).

46. But someone who knowingly
sins and says that they’ll do teshuva
later, the Mishna (Yoma 8:9) says,
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Shechina down from heaven to
earth, and raised Am Israel
close to Hashem, for through his
complete nullification to Hashem,
he masar nafsho (gave his life)
for every Jew and illuminated
within them the holy light of
the Shechina, and from the
immensity of light which shone
within every Jew, they were
utterly nullified to Hashem, and
thus humbled themselves before
Him.

Teshuva depends entirely
on this...

To the extent that we merit
submitting  ourselves  before
Hashem will our sins be atoned
for. As Eliyahu HaNavi said,*
“Even if someone commits one
hundred transgressions, every
one more severe than the other,
but then returns to Hashem and
does teshuva,* and humbles

“Concerning one who says, ‘I will sin,

and then repent, I will sin again, and

again repent,” Hashem doesn’t provide

them the opportunity to do teshuva,

and they will remain a sinner all
their life.”
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themselves  before = Hashem,
Hashem says, ‘I'm with them in
mercy and accept their teshuva.”

Everything depends on how
much we nullify ourselves before
Hashem, and all this is achieved
by becoming close to a tzaddik,
for only they can bring us to true

goodness and righteousness...

Even when a tzaddik sees
that someone has already given
up on themselves, and doesn’t
believe that they have any hope

left or light at the end of the

tunnel, they continue forward and

reveal to them that no matter

what state they’re in, no matter

what they’ve done, Hashem loves

them, and waits and anticipates
for them to return to Him.

Hashem truly believes in
the good that is within every Jew
and knows the power of teshuva
that hides within each and every
one of us, and sincerely waits for
us to return to Him so that He can
shine His light on us once again...

Shabbat Shalom !
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1. Our parasha opens with the order of
purity of one who received tzaraat.
Chazal say that tzaraat comes upon a
person because of the sin of lashon
hara. The main idea learned from our
parasha is how worthwhile it is for
every person to instill in their heart and
in the hearts of their family the
precious quality of Shemirat HaLashon
(guarding one’s tongue), and to accustom
themselves and their family members
not to speak ill about any Jew.

2. When the feeling of ga’ava arises in
someone’s heart, they automatically
begin searching for faults in others.
Then the door to speaking lashon hara
about others is opened for them. They’1l
then inevitably fall into the terrible sin of
Sinat HaBeriyot (hatred of others) ! Simply,
for every sin that someone commits,
there is ga’ava hidden within them
causing that sin. Therefore, every person
who wants to truly merit Ahavat Israel
must accustom themselves to recognize
the virtues and good within every Jew.

3. When the feeling of ga’ava creeps up
within someone, Hashem distances
Himself from them, and by separating
themselves from Hashem, they then fall
into terrible sins. Consequently, they
have no enjoyment in life and constantly
have an unpleasant, bitter feeling within
them. Good turns into bad, and sweetness
turns into bitterness. Then, when

everything is bitter to them, they walk
around with constant fear and confusion,
broken and depressed, disappointed and
full of despair, until their whole life tastes
bitter, and all because they separated
themselves from Hashem.

4. All this is caused by the ga’ava that
entered their hearts. Thus, the remedy for
all ailments of the soul is to draw close to
the talmidei chachamim and tzaddikim
of the generation, and by doing so, we
can be cleansed from all our sins. Today,
the primary aspect of Avodat Hashem is
to cling to the tzaddikim, every person
according to their abilities. And, when
someone merits true closeness to
talmidei chachamim and tzaddikim, they
merit eternal salvation !

5. Everything depends on how much
we nullify ourselves before Hashem,
and all this is achieved by becoming
close to a tzaddik, for only they can
bring us to true goodness and
righteousness. Even when a tzaddik
sees that someone has already given
up on themselves, and doesn’t believe
that they have any hope left or light at
the end of the tunnel, they continue
forward and reveal to them that no
matter what state they’re in, no matter
what they’ve done, Hashem loves
them, and waits and anticipates for
them to return to Him.
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6. Only outwardly do Am Israel
sometimes look not so good, but
in the heart of every Jew, whoever
they may be, exists a precious, pure
neshama. The neshama of a Jew is
like a diamond. A diamond remains a
diamond no matter what, even if it’s
completely covered in dirt. All you
have to do is pick it up and remove
it from the filth, clean it off with
water, and soon enough, it’ll shine
like before. Hashem truly believes in
the good that is within every Jew
and knows the power of teshuva that
hides within each and every one of us,
and sincerely waits for us to return to
Him so that He can shine His light
on us once again. When we truly
merit feeling Hashem’s presence, and

honestly know that in every movement

that we make, He is there with us,

we surely wouldn’t be able to sin
anymore.

7. There is a rule in heaven... Love your
fellow Jew, and Hashem will love you.
Do acts of kindness for your fellow
Jew, and Hashem will do acts of
kindness for you. Bring your fellow
Jew closer to Hashem, and Hashem will
bring you closer to Him. We must
instill this way of thinking in our
children. We must teach them that it’s
forbidden to hate another Jew, no
matter who they are, and that we’re
obligated to have compassion for those
who are still far from the path of Torah
and mitzvot. In this merit, Hashem’s
mercy will never cease shining upon us.
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